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editorial 


As numerous organizations prepare for another Gay Pride 
Week, perhaps it is appropriate to assess just how much 
unity exists in Edmonton. 

As the new kid on the block, FINEPRINT has received 
mixed reviews. Fending off media hypes as another Body 
Politic and local criticisms as ‘just another Roughnecks 
newsletter’, the paper has definitely become the next 
victim on the gay organization ‘hit list’. Previous targets 
have included GATE, the Roughnecks, Dignity and MCC. 
These groups were deemed by the ‘club majority’ to be 
“too political’, “‘too activist’’, “‘too elitist’’ or ‘too weird!” 
Perhaps these labels were appropriate in certain situations, 
but one fact remains. They are all groups of dedicated, 
committed individuals working their asses off to make this 
a better community for ALL of us to live in. 

FINEPRINT is no different. We are not the Body Politic. 
We are not the Advocate. Yes the NW Fountain does have 
more pictures. Yes the VGCC Newsletter does have more 
pages. So what? 

Displaced Edmontonians living in Vancouver, Calgary, 
Saskatoon or around the world are amazed Edmonton has 
a gay newspaper. The graphic industry gives FINEPRINT 
top marks for a high quality production. Our name has 
been added to numerous media lists of various cultural and 
community service organizations. 

Perhaps the show business cliche of having to make it 
elsewhere before you can make it at home rings true. But 
that’s not what we want. 

We want to make it bere. In Edmonton. For Edmonton. 
We are not perfect. We can’t be all things to all people. 
We are, however, a group of enthusiastic, open-minded 
individuals who care what happens in this city. 

Are You? 

Any of the people listed on our credits page will listen 
to your ideas. We will help you communicate to the gay 
community. We will help educate. If there is something 
_ that needs to be said, tell us. | 

In a community such as ours, criticism, backstabbing and 
casting stones will only destroy what countless numbers of 
people have strived to build over the years. 

What is your answer to our question of the month... 


What would you like to see changed with 
Edmonton’s Gay Community? 
Write us - we'll print it! 
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Dear Editor: 


Recently a male colleague told me 
a joke. Not that such an event in itself 
is noteworthy, but the nature of the 
joke was significant. Briefly, it was 
based on the premise that a woman’s 
vagina smells like tuna-fish. That he 
should find such a premise amusing 
amazed me, but that he should tell 
this to me, a woman, was absolutely 
incredible. Comparing women’s 
smell, my smell, to a fish, which 
is notoriously unpleasant and/or 
repulsive was quite bad enough. But 
telling me, that was akin to telling 
a watermelon or tap-dancing joke to 
a black man. 

Somehow watermelon jokes are 
not socially acceptable anymore, 
and tuna-fish jokes are. Society 
has deigned that it is not acceptable 
to denigrate men, no matter what 
colour they are. It is however O.K. 
to insult women, with or without 
using the pretext of telling a “‘joke’’. 
Who makes these kind of rules 
anyway? Sexism, such as is inherent 
in this “‘joke’’ is offensive, whether 
it comes grom a gay man ora 
straight man. 

My reaction to my colleague’s 
comment was perhaps the most 
frightening aspect of the whole 
story. I did not protest. 1 wish now 
that I had. I walked away, without 
commenting. He must have accepted 
my silence as approval, because I 
heard him later tell the “‘joke’”’ to 
several other women. I wonder if 
they objected. We, as women, have 
been trained to silently suffer indig- 
nities. If I protest, I am branded a 
radical. If I am silent, I contribute 
to my Own oppression. It is a cruel 
double-bind. 

Listen, ’'m a woman. And I’m 
damn proud of that. Some of you 
think that us dykes are women who 
wish we were men. After all, Dr. 
Frued told us about penis envy. And 
what long memories we have when 
the theory suits us. But I do not fit 
your theory. 1am a woman who 
loves women. As a woman, I am 
offended by your sexist, “‘fishy”’ 
remarks and ‘‘jokes”’. If you are 
trying to treat me as “‘one of the 
guys’’, don’t bother. If that’s the 
way you treat each other, perhaps 
you could learn some respect for 
each other from us of the tuna-fish. 

It makes me angry that I have to 
write this at all. I know that it will 
be interpreted by many as a radical, 
over-reaction. It’s funny how gay 
men are not accused of that when 
they object to being called fairies 
or queers or whatever epithet is 
current. I am naive. It still amazes 
me that men, especially gay men 
who have experienced oppression 
first hand have to be reminded not 
to oppress their allies, the women. 

Listen: I am a woman and I am 
proud. I am not amused by sexist, 
racist or cruel jokes. I do not think 
that women smell like tuna-fish. 
Next time I will protest. 


Kathy Baker 


Dear Editor: 


In Edmonton, land of the eternal 
snowdrift and dogmatic homophobe, 
we have access to three “‘gay”’ 
social spots; Flashback, The Roost 
and Boots & Saddles. These establish- 
ments have been set up supposedly 
to not only give Edmonton’s gays a 
space to gather and be amongst one 
another but to offer support to the 
gay community as a whole. From 
this “‘support’’ we find an embarass- 
ing and infuriating situation arising. 
If these clubs are made especially 
for gays, then what is their justifica- 
tion for ripping us off at every 
chance they get? 


Surely most members of these 
clubs wonder why they are being 
slapped with a door charge after 
paying into a club membership. 

There are arguments offered that 
door charges are piaced to play 
an additional role in screening 
undesirable elements and to help 
pay for “‘protection’’ from hostile 
queer bashers and straights. If this 
is so, then why do we find it 
increasingly difficult to feel relaxed 
at Flashback? Originally a very hot 
“gay”’ nightspot, its connections 
with a certain journalist who writes 
on page eight of a particular city 
newspaper has left it open to the 
onslaught of many gawking and 
guffawing straight couples. Now I’m 
not saying that a club should be 
especially discriminating against 
heterosexuals because that would be 
instigating the same prejudice and 
hatred that gays are faced with. 
What I am saying is that the people 
who are admitted to an establishment 
should be mature and responsible 
enough to behave themselves in an 
appropriate manner. 

What excuse does the executive 
have to justify admitting non- 
members into the club that don’t 
have a membership in the first place 
while telling gays standing in line at 
20 below, ‘Sorry, we’re full, you'll 
have to wait’. To that, I say Shame 
on You! If they are there to cater to 
gay people, they should do so, if 
not, then the ‘‘Private Gay Club” 
sign should be removed. 

Another annoying point is the 
fact that these clubs do not 
recognize gay political groups i.e. 
(GATE, Womonspace) that are 
working for the common good of 
us all by trying to conquer many of 
the injustices that have been laid 
upon us by an ignorant i 
proportion of society. These people 
volunteer their time and efforts to 
such a good cause, at least they 
should be recognized by the front 
door. Many gays would argue that 
these groups are part of a whole 
and should be debited while in 
actuality none of us should be 
charged at all to get into a bar. 


Another faux pas which repeatedly 
enrages me is the fact that special 
events (drag shows, New Year’s Eve, 
Hallowe’en) are seen not as promo 
material for a bar, but as a chance 
to cash in on gays and their pocket- 
books. Should not members be let 
in free to these events? Perhaps 
a free drink or munchies could be 
offered as thanks to the patrons that 
have shelled out faithfully for 50 
out of 52 weeks in the year. Charging 
$50 a couple for New Year’s (for 
what, I don’t even know) was really 
a farce sadly many people fell for it 
because there were no other places 
for gaysto goand be themselves. 


It’s up to us to voice our opinions 
to this cartel and let management 
know how we're being taken for a 
ride and treated like suckers. It’s 
time to stand up and speak out for 
our rights. We all have a tendency 
to be quiet about our sexual orienta- 
tion and not to attract attention 
however, we're all in the same boat 
and we’re being taken for a long 
ride by some of our more enter- 
prising brothers and sisters. 

One would think that with these 
tough economic times, we could 
help each other out a little more 
instead of having our wallets preyed 
upon as well as our spiritual well 
being. How about a special theme 
party other than Hallowe’en? Clubs 
are made for their members, would 
it be too much to ask for some 
respect instead of being stamped at 
the door and herded in as cattle? 

M. Anderson 
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Edmonton Theologians On Homosexuality 


by Michael Hunt 


Interviewing many of Edmonton’s 
“leading theologians” to find out 
their personal views on homosex- 
uality has been a somewhat difficult 
task. Many were reluctant to talk 
about the matter and some even 
wanted to meet with me personally 
to cure me of my “‘sickness’’. Listed 
below are some of the comments 
received from various ministers 
in Edmonton. 


BAPTIST CHURCH - Rev. Terry 
Fossen, Youth Pastor of Central 
Baptist Church 

Rev. Fossen said that he was 
unable to express the official stand 
of the Baptist Church. Rev. Fossen 
stated that, in his opinion, homo- 
sexuality is abnormal and a sin. The 
Bible, as the truly inspired word of 
God, condemns the act. “As a mini- 
ster, my responsibility is to preach 
‘The Gospel of Jesus Christ and help 
sinners. Since homosexuals are 
condemned to hell in the Bible, I 
cannot condone it. As a minister I 
recommend that any person that 
has a problem with homosexuality 
should admit they are a homosexual, 
admit that they are wrong and then 
ask God to remove the desire to 
practice it’, Said Rev. Fossen. When 
asked why people are homosexuals, 
he said, ‘‘It may be learned through 
our environment. It may be a sick- 
ness, and the Lord is here to cure 
all sickness. It also may be a fad. 
Everyone else is gay, so why not 
me?’’ Fossen’s final comment was, 
“Homosexuality is repulsive and a 
social stigma on society. Many - 
people have the same feelings about 
homosexuals as they do towards 
murderers and prostitutes.” 


COSTAL ASSEMBLIES OF 
CANADA - Rev. Penoyer, Paster of 
_ Castle Downs Pentecostal Church 
Rey. Penoyer stated that the 
_ Pentecostal Church takes a dim 

view on homosexuality. ‘The Lord 
strongly condemned homosexuality 
in the Bible, both in Leviticus, 
Romans & Corinthians. We are a ~ 
Bible-believing church, and if the 
Bible states something we must 
follow it. Any individual who is a 
homosexual should stay away from 
the temptation to act upon their 
impulses. If a person stays away 
from this lifestyle, be will become 
normal.”’ When asked what causes 
homosexuality, Penoyer replied, 
“Homosexuality is learned. We 
acquire the tendencies in our 
younger years through depraved 
families, and as we act upon our 
temptations we become practising 
homosexuals ’ When asked if it is a 
fad, he answered, ‘“‘It is not a fad, 
because homosexuality was preva- 
lent in the Roman and Greek 
empires, which eventually led to 


the downfall of their society. It will 
also lead to the downfall of our 
society. A person is not born a 
homosexual either - the Lord would 
not give a man something that he 
strongly condemned in the Bible.”’ 


SEVENTY DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCH - Minister of Central 
Seventh Day Adventist Church 

The minister would not give his 
name and told me he felt uncom- 
fortable with this subject. “In my 
14 to 15 years in the church, I have 


yet to deal with the subject of 
homosexuality. Homosexuals are 
allowed to attend our church, and 
no doubt we have homosexuals in 
our church. However, they are not 
allowed to hold any church office. I 
don’t know what causes homosex- 
uality. People are not born homo- 
sexuals, because animals are born 
male and female, and they do not 
have relations with the same sex; so 
it must be a strange disease or sick- 
ness among human beings’’. The 
minister also stated, ‘“The major 
point that I can make is that it 

is wrong and abnormal. They were 
stoned in the Old Testament, and 
when the angels came to take Lot 
from Sodom and Gommorah, the 
angels had to blind the men that 
tried to get into Lot’s house and 
get at the angels.” 


ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF AMERICA 
- Rev. Ed Schmidt 

Rev. Schmidt explained that the 
Anglican,Church has no explicit 
view on homosexuality. The only 
thing under review at the present 
time is whether or not to ordain 


homosexuals for the ministry. He 
stated that anyone with homosexual 
tendencies, or anyone who is gay, 
should contact a gay support group 
called Integrity through the synod 
office or GATE. 


LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
- Rev. Gutsche 

Rev. Gutsche stated that there 
were many sects of the Lutheran 
Church, and his sect was one of the 
more liberal churches. He stated, ‘‘I 
feel that homosexuality is sinful and 
totally against nature. Homosexuals 


should be treated the same way as 
adulterers.’’ Rev. Gutsche stated that 
homosexuals are allowed to attend 
their church but are not allowed to 
hold office in the church. When 
asked the question ““‘What should a 
person do if he or she is gay?’’, he 
replied, “People with homosexual 
tendencies or people that are gay 
should pray a lot and take cold 
showers.”’ Then he half-jokingly 
added that maybe they should also 
have shock treatments! He said that 
homosexuals should stay away from 
their tendencies and seek out hete- 
rosexual relationships. When they 
seek out heterosexual relationships, 
they will lose all the desire to prac- 
tice homosexuality. If this does not 
work, they should remain 

celibate. He feels that a person 
becomes a homosexual when they 
practice the act without giving 
heterosexuality a chance. 


PEOPLE’S CHURCH - Rev. Laurie 
Hiplehouser 

When Rev. Hiplehouser was 
contacted, he would not give an 
interview. He stated that it was not 


FATHER KNOWS BEST 


by Michael Hunt 


John, not his real name is a United 
Church minister in central Alberta. 
John would like to use his real 
name; however, at the present time, 
for poeple like ministers, teachers 
and public officials, the conse- 
quences of admitting his or her 
homosexuality could be detrimental 
to his or her career. 

John has had very strong attrac- 
tions to members of the same sex 
since the age of six. He liked to 
admire boys and wanted to be close 
to them, to touch them, to be with 
them, even before he knew anything 


about sex. Homosexuality was not 
talked about when he was growing 
up, and consequently he did not 
know that he was gay. At the age 
of twelve, John heard a news broad- 
regarding some alleged homosexual 
activities in a reform school in 
British Columbia. After some read- 
ing, John then realized he had 
homosexual tendencies. 

John joined the church in 1965 
and was called to the ministry in 
1967. This created several fears in 
him, because at this time he had felt 
that homosexuality was wrong; at 


the same time John realized that he 
was not sexually attracted to women. 
John’s fears about homosexuality 
caused him to pray when he went 
into the ministry that he would 
overcome his homosexual tenden- 
cies. John said ““This was the biggest 
stumbling block at the time of my 
going into the ministry.’ During his 
college years he spent many long 
hours in the chapel praying about 
his “deep dark nemisis of a secret.” 
John graduated from the University 
of British Columbia in 1970 with a 
B.A. in History and in 1974 he 
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his policy to give these types of 
interviews over the telephone. After 
he found out that I was doing this 
article for FINEPRINT, he said he 
would like to sit down with me 
eyeball to eyeball and talk to me 
about my homosexuality first. Then 
he might answer my questions. 


UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA - 
Rey. Charles Hickman : 

Rev. Hickman stated that the 
United Church of Canada has no 
official stand on homosexuality. He 
also stated that homosexuals were 
people, and that they are encouraged 
to maintain fellowship with the 
church. He stated that the church 
does not pass judgment upon them, 
and that they are welcome to their 
lifestyle. He strongly stated that 
they should seek out other Christians 
with the same interests and to 
fellowship with them! Rev. Hickman 
was very supportive of the homo- 
sexual community. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH - 
Father Mike McCafferey 

Father McCafferey stated that 
homosexuals are people first. He 
also said, “‘It is alright for Catholics 
to have homosexual tendencies, but 
they should not put them into prac- 
tice. When they do it becomes sin. 

’ We have a group called Dignity in 
Edmonton for Catholics that are 
gay. Unfortunately this group is 
not recognized by the Edmonton 
diocese.” 


GAY ORIENTED CHURCHES 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH OF EDMONTON - 

_ Dr. Charles Bidwell, Worship. 
Coordinator : 

Metropolitan Community Church 

(MCC) is a church designed to care 
for the gay Christian. Their main 
belief is that all people have the 
right to worship Jesus Christ freely. 
The church also believes that homo- 
sexuality is not wrong. Dr. Bidwell 
stated, ‘“‘It is not a sin or in any 
way a violation of any theological 
or Biblical dictate to love someone 
of the same sex. In all my reading 
of the Gospel, Jesus Christ, the son 
of God and higher than the letter 
writers, never made any statement 
about homosexuality.” 


DIGNITY 

Dignity is a lay organization for 
gay and lesbian Catholics and their 
friends. It is not officially recognized 
by the church’s upper echelon, 
however, it has a lot of support 
from Bishops and clergy, depending 
on the diocese. The Edmonton 
diocese does not recognize Dignity, 
however many of the priests and 


_ clergy work well with the group. 


received his Bachelor of Theology. 
After graduation John took a pastoral 
charge in a small community in 
Central Alberta. 

In December of 1968, John had 
his first homosexual experience, “I 
picked up a hitchhiker late at night. 
This young man told me that he 
was gay and a hustler. The hitch- 
hiker went on to say that, if it 
bothered me, I should stop the car 
and he would get out. I said no, 
because I wanted to experience all 
the things that I fantasized about for 
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so long. We had oral sex in which 
he reached orgasm, but I didn’t. I 
guess I was nervous and scared at 
the time, This experience opened 
up many feelings and issues inside 
of me. I began to actively experi- 
ment with my homosexuality and 
found it very fulfilling. It also gave 
me a sense that what I was doing 
was right for me.”’ 

In the years that followed, John 
had to come to terms with his own 
homosexuality. It came to a head 
when the United Church of Canada 
began to discuss the issue of homo- 
sexuality and the church. John went 
through a period of deep depression 
then, because of the negative 
comments that came out of the 
committee set up to discuss homo- 
sexuals in the ministry and homo- 
sexuals in general could be this 
way. This prompted John to do 
many days of critical and in-depth 
Bible study using resources provided 
by the United Church. John came to 
the realization in his own mind that 
the scripture texts concerning 
homosexuality had been grossly 
misinterpreted and misunderstood. 
Through John’s studying he realized 
that he was first a child of God, 
that God loves him, that he is 
created in God’s image. Since John 
had very early childhood recollec- 
tions of his own homosexuality, he 
concluded that God in his infinite 

' wisdom created him with a homo- 
sexual orientation. John said “‘I 
know that God called me to the 
ministry, even though I knew I was 
gay and He certainly knew. Thus it 
would seem evident that God in his 
infinite wisdom has love and 
concern for all of his many gay- 
oriented children.”’ 

When John decided to come out 
of the closet, the first peron he told 
was his mother. John said, ‘Mom 

_ told me that she had known for ten 

_ years. It made me feel foolish, 

_ because I though that I was fooling 
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her, but as you know you cannot 
fool a mother. She also told me that 
I was her son when I was born, 
when I was growing up, and now. 
She added that her love for me had 
not diminished in the least.’’ John 
then told the rest of his family. “My 
sisters also suspected but wanted to 
hear it from me. When I told them, 
they greeted me with love and sup- 


port. One of my sisters said “We 
have know each other for thirty 
eight years. We love each other as 
brother and sister, and your sexual- 
ity or my sexuality cannot change 
that one iota.’ It made me feel so 
good that I could have cried.”’ John 
went on to say, “I am one of the 
lucky ones because of the love, 
support and encouragement my 
family has given me. Both for being 
gay and continuing in my ministry.” 


After John told his family, he made 
contact with two ministers from 
M.C.C. Then feeling confident 
enough, John came out to various 
individuals within his congregation 
and to the church hierachy. 

John is now fully out of the’ 
closet when in Edmonton, and in 
the confines of his own home. John 
added, ‘‘Regretfully I still am in the 


closet when it comes to the com- 
munity in which I live and work. I 
truly regret this, and I hope in the 
very near future I will be able to 
stand up and declare myself. I want 
to be an example both to the straight 
community and to those gay brothers 
and sisters who are still living their 
lives in the closet, that one can be 
gay and still do God’s work.” 

As a gay minister, John sees many 
problems with our mainline 
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churches. ‘“‘The churches over the 
centuries have really been down on 
homosexuality. This has driven 
many sincere and sensitive gays out 
of the church, and in some ways it 
has put a barrier between them and 
God. Thus, the church, in the name 
of erroneous theology has ostracized 
10% of the population (that 10% is 
based on a very conservative esti- 
mate of the number of homosexuals 
in Our society, based on the Kinsey 
report of the fifties). It would seem 
to me as a minister that this flies 
directly in the face of what Jesus 
taught about love. The gay-support- 
ive churches today have the most 
difficult task of attempting to reach 
the countless number of gay people 
who have been turned off to the 
structured churches by the unbend- 
ing, unloving and uncaring attitudes 
toward a natural human condition 
that they have no control over. 

As John is able to come out of the 
closet more and more each day, he 
says, ‘I can look at myself in the 
mirror with respect. I am proud of 
the GIFT that God has given me. # 
I feel that God in his wisdom has 
given me the potential to love both 
male and female in an honest, caring, 
beneficial way. I have been able to 
relate to people in a very special 
non-sexual way which I attribute to 
my awareness of my own sexuality. 
I know what it is like to be a 
despised minority in the eyes of 
some people. I know what it is like 
to be rejected, laughed at, criticized, 
and persecuted because I was born 
a homosexual. Because of this I can 
relate to all people, both the minor- 
ities and surprising enough, the 
supressors of the minorities. 


Editor’s Note: Mr. Hunt has a 
Bachelor of Theology degree and 
was a minister in a Fundamentalist 
Church for 24% years until he was 
excommunicated in January, 1983, 
for being gay. 
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~Edmonton spawns 
-Alberta’s first homosexual 


paper 
66 Pouring the late hours of 
‘October 12, 1982,” reads 
a highly congratulatory article in the 
first edition, “‘in a stylish Edmonton 
dwelling, a group of enterprising 
individuals gathered to plot the 
course of a new, innovative publica- 
tion that was soon to be called 
FINEPRINT.” Thus Alberta’s first 
and Canada’s third English-langauge 
homosexual newpaper was born. 
The date, according to the same 
article, was astrologically significant 
“under the mental energy of Mer- 
cury-ruled Gemini,” an occurrence 
destined to “breathe new life into 
the printed word.” Last week, 
buoyed by an enthusiastic response 
to their first monthly edition of 
FINEPRINT, the volunteer editorial 
staff of this fey, strikingly-designed 
publication were putting out their 
second. 

Managing Editor Scott McConnell, 
25, a public relations officer with 
the provincial Parks and Recreation 
department by day, conceived of 
the newspaper as a means of giving 
Edmonton’s 15 male and female 
homosexual associations a common 
voice. Not as graphic or aggressive 
as Toronto’s Body Politic,* the 
inaugural edition of FINEPRINT 
included artistic reviews written 
from a gay perspective, essays on 
homosexual relationships, news 
updates on legal matters and a first- 
person account of the Edmonton 
Police Department’s 1981 raid of 
the city’s Pisces Health Spa 
bathhouse. 
4FINEPRINTAPRIL 


PINK PROSE 


“I was issued a court summons 
accusing me under the Canadian 
Criminal Code of being a found-in 
at a place which permits gross 
indencency,’’ complains writer 
Michael Phair in the latter piece, ‘‘a 
degrading and libelous description 
of my sex life.”’ A drag queen called 
“Mr. Lindee Lee Star’’ explains to a 
detractor how “I will often put 50 
or 100 or more hours of preparation 
into one number...Every perform- 
ance is at a near professional level.”’ 
A humorist jokes about the rejection 
of a Santa Claus by a Vancouver 
bathhouse attendant: “I don’t care 
who you are, you can’t bring those 
nine reindeer in here, especially the 
one with the red nose. God knows 
what he’s got. And no, I don’t want 
to sit on your lap.” 

Although all of the paper’s writing, 
att and photography is donated (the 
number of volunteers jumped from 
10 to 25 between the first and 
second issues), the seven editors 
hold fashion shows and dances to 
raise the $1,500 needed to print the 
5,000 copies per month. Advertise- 
ments (from gay clubs and fashion 
stores) costs between $50 and $500 
and, starting with the April edition, 
each paper itself will cost $1. 

Ric Dolphin & Jennifer Westaway. 


* Body Politic, whose circulation is 
currently 7,000, first got into 
trouble with the Toronto morality 
squad in January 1978 for printing 
an article on pedophilia called 
“Men Loving Boys Loving Men.” 
The subsequent charge had Mayor 
John Sewell defending the paper on 
the grounds of freedom of the press. 
Dismissed twice, the case is still 
being appealed by the attorney- 
general's office. Last November, the 
same paper was charged, and also 


acquited, for running a story about 
“fisting,” a homosexual practice 
whereby one’s fist is inserted into 
another's anus. 


March 23, 1983. 


Mr. Ric Dolphin, Senior Editor 
and Ms. Jennifer Westaway, 
Reporter 

The Alberta Report 

11648 - 142 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5M 1V4 


Dear Ms. Westaway and Mr. Dolphin: 


This letter is in response to your article entitled “Pink Prose”, 
published March 7, }983 in your news publication, Re: 


FINEPRINT. 


On behalf of the Board of Directors for FINEPRINT, I would like 
to voice some concerns. First, there is some question in our 
minds as to which publication the article is about? The BODY 
POLITIC or FINEPRINT? We granted Ms. Westaway a lengthy 
interview, it is unfortunate that you deemed it necessary to 
devote a fifth of the article to the BODY POLITIC. However, 
should you wish to do an article on the BODY POLITIC proper, 
I can very easily furnish you with the persons concerned. 


Secondly, although we appreciate the exposure given by your 
article, there was little insight shown, and the article was basically 
guotes from our first and second issue. We are proud to have 
our publication speak for us, but what then, was the point of 


the interview? 


Sin 


Grayson Sherman 
Director, 

Public Relations 
FINEPRINT 


If you wish to discuss these points in greater detail, or should 
you have any questions or inquiries, please contact myself directly. 


Reprinted by permission of 
Alberta Report, March 7, 1983. 


BOX 3822 POSTAL STN. D 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
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Woman + woman = 0, 
is perhaps the formula that 
best sums up the common 
view of women’s relation- 
ships with each other. 
Especially sexually and 
emotionally, but also in 
almost every other way. 

In sexuality, as in almost 
all else, women are defined 
in relation to male norms. 
We have been taught that 
our sexuality does not exist 
in separation from men. 
Within this maleccentric 
view of the world, 
lesbianism, by definition 
is unthinkable. 

Vito Gerrusi in ““The 
Celluloid Closet”’ puts it 
this way: ‘In celebrating 
maleness, the rendering 
invisible of all else has 
caused lesbianism to 
disappear behind a male 
vision of sex in general. The 
stigma of tomboy has been 
less than that of sissy 
because lesbianism is never 
allowed to become a threat- 
ening reality any more than 
female sexuality of other 

Throughout history, laws 
prohibiting homosexuality 
referred only to men. Not 
because lesbianism was 
more accepted but because 
it was not conceived that 
such relations between 
women could exist. 

Traditionally, terms such 
as homosexual and gay, 
which are the most accepted 
and used of all the terms, 
have named and described 
male experience only. 

The only situation in 
which lesbian sexuality, not 
lesbianism, but lesbian sex- 
_ uality has been allowed-to 

exist at all is in male 
pornography. Here it serves 
as a sexual stimulant in 
preparation for “‘the real 
thing” - heterosexual sex. 
Lesbians coming out face 


a number of perplexing 
problems. The first - learning 
how to deal with a society 
that has categorized us into 
virtual non-existence. 
Learning to define and 
‘name’ ourselves is an 
essential part of the process 
of proudly accepting who 
we are. 

Throughout history, 
autonomous women - any 
woman who dared proclaim 
her independence financially, 
sexually, socially, artistically 
from patriarchy and step 
outside her role was vilified. 
In previous centuries she 
was labelled witch or devil, 
sorceress, seductress, 
unnatural. Today the epithets 
uppity woman, bitch, dyke, 
lesbian, even penis envier 
are used to threaten and 
keep us in our place. 

As lesbians, our relation- 
ships are defined by and in 
terms of women’s needs and 
desires. By our relationships 
we are declaring ourselves 
autonomous and indepen- 
dent of the rigid and 
compulsory heterosexual 
norms of society - enforced 
by procreation, marriage 
and family. 

This threat to the status 
quo is the fuel that feeds the 
hostility directed towards 
our sexual choices and our 
lifestyle. 

It was the re-awakening of 
women’s consciousness in 
the early 1970’s with the 
rebirth of the feminist 
movement that brought the 
issue of women’s sexuality 
out of the closet. With the 
publication of such land- 
mark books as, ““The Myth 
of the Vaginal Orgasm’’ and 
other classic books on 
women’s sexuality, some of 
the myths that prevented us, 
as women, from understand- 
ing our sexuality began to 
be shattered. Needless to 


say, much of this new-found 
knowledge was not ‘new’ to 
practicing lesbians. 

As a result of this new 
awareness, discussions began 
on the variations of sexual 
and lifestyle options open to 
women. Within this context 
lesbian experiences and 
choices began to be explored 
in depth. 

We began to learn that we 
had a heritage. That we 
were not the ‘only’ ones. 
That our love has always 
been a part of women’s 
sexuality. We learned about 
Sapho and her community 
of women artists, poets and 
lovers on the island of 
Lesbos in ancient Greece. 
We rediscovered the histories 
of the courageous lesbians 
that lived their lives in the 
centuries after Sapho. 

We began to talk with 
each other, meet together 
and begin to break the 
silence and isolation. We 
began to redefine negative 
labels that had been thrown 
at us and adopt them proudly 
as our own. Yes, that’s 
right, we are lesbians, even 
dykes. 

Lesbian consciousness 
also developed through the 
experience of the gay move- 
ment. Many of us participated 
in the movement activities 
which centered on civil 
rights demands, defence 
campaigns for victimized 
gays, educational and 
cultural events. 

Although there has always 
been lesbian participation 
in the gay male movement 
and 
there still is, this participa- 
tion has generally been filled 
with conflict. 

Lesbians often felt that 
gay men were really only 
interested in working on 
issues that directly affected 
them. Charges of mysogeny 


and sexist attitudes on the 
part of gay men were 
common. The fact that the 
gay male subculture that 
developed in the 1970's 
began to idealize trends like 
high fashion, camp humour 
and drag, which many les- 
bians felt were oppressive 
towards women, didn’t help. 

Often lesbians felt that gay 
men seemed more allied with 
the privileges and ideology 
of their straight counterparts 
than with them. As a reaction 
to these problems and in 
order to concentrate their 
efforts in the interests of 
women, lesbians began form- 
ing their own organizations. 

In the last couple of years 
in Edmonton there has been 
a tremendous growth of 
organizations, activity and 
published material in the 
lesbian, women’s and gay 
community. Never has there 
been such a range of social, 
political, religious and 
recreational activities to 
choose from. 

In some cases, gay men 
and lesbians are working 
together in the same 
organizations, although very 
tenuously. We are still deal- 
ing with the same conflicts 
that have historically marred 
the unity of the gay com- 
munity. In other cases, we 
have agreed to go our own 
way, working together 
when possible. 

With the amount of 
activity taking place in the 
gay and lesbian community, 
there are more opportunities 
than ever before to meet with 
each other, discuss problems, 
disagreements and common 
interests. Perhaps we should 
be making this a priority 
in all that we do in the 
community. After all, our 
survival in a city not known 
for its progressive thinking 
is at stake. 


UNSPOKEN LOVE 


by Coreen Douglas 


PHOTO BY GARY DEVERE 
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His hand left his now soft 
cock, and snaked up to his 


belly where the remnants of 


the evenings love-making 
were starting to dry; and 
in the process causing a 
delicious pain. He carefully 
propped himself up, thus 
enabling himself to better 
his view of tonight’s god, 
who lay calm and peaceful, 
with an almost childlike 
expression on his mous- 
tached face. The innocence 


of sleep he thought to himself. 


The earlier part of the 
evening had been easy, 
perhaps too easy. Pre-club 
drinks at Nash’s apartment. 
The usual gang, the usual 
conversation; the jokes, the 
who’s fucking who, the 
bitchy comments and the 
good natured jabs at every- 
one’s sexlife. The club, 
predictable as ever, the 
minute that their group had 
entered, that inaudible 
starting pistol went off in 
everyone’s head. The group 
that he had only a few 
minutes before been an 
intimate part of had now 
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by Marcus Si. James 
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abandoned him for the 
hunt. The evening was again 
usual. The lean and hungry 
stares, the clumsiness, the 
doubts about what he was 
wearing; and then it 
happened. Through the 
crowd he saw the man that 
he had to have. Have - in 
the baser sense of the word. 
He wanted to fuck this man 
and to be fucked by him. 


The sex had been the best he had had in 


and secretly his delight, 
during and after. He had 
always known that he was a 
closet conversationalist. But 
the hunt tonight had been 
for a purely hedonistic 
reason...sex. Casual, 
unfettered no obligation sex. 
Plain and simple. Or was it? 
The sex act itself for all it’s 
physical satisfaction had left 
him in a strange emotional 


weeks. One of those satiating experiences 
where even the back of his knees sweat. 


The entire encyclopedia of 
sexual activities ran through 
his mind. As was his tradition 
he approached the god first. 
The god agreed, they left 
together, and now they 
were here together. 

The sex had been the best 
he had had in weeks. One 
of those satiating experiences 
where even the backs of his 
knees sweat. 

But there was more. They 
had talked - before of 
course, but to his surprise, 


turmoil. For what seemed a 
millenium he pondered the 
cause for this. Then it 
dawned. This was not what 
he had planned on. The 
man had decided to stay the 
night, tomorrow they would 
get up, there would be 
forced conversation, when 
faced with each other in 
social circumstance they 
would politely acknowledge 
each other’s presence; that 
was what he bargained for. 
However now he did not 
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want the next morning to 
come and pass in that 
manner. He wanted more. 
He liked this man that lay 
so gently to his right. He 
wanted more conversation, 
more time, more sex with 
this man. Then an unwanted 
thought came to mind. He 
had been out on the prowl 
for his satisfaction and that 
was it, but he was only half 
of this couple. Was the 
other half going to want the 
morning to come as he had 
planned it? Or would he 
come to change his mind 
also? 

Who would make the first 
move? Would he be laughed 
at? Would he be rejected? 
Would this man have dinner 
with him? Would he like his 
friends? Would he like his? 
The moustache next to him 
stirred. His heart, his hopes 
and his cock soared. As his 
hand timidly moved to the 
shoulder that so softly 
heaved to his right, he could 
hear his favorite movie 
heroine say ‘‘fiddle dee dee, 
tomorrow is another day...” 
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Early in 1981, a group of women 
in Edmonton got together to provide 
dances for the lesbians in this com- 
munity. The success of these dances 
and the need for a common vehicle 
to bring together these women, 
resulted in the formation of 
Womonspace. Jeanne Rioux was 
one of the founding members of 
Womonspace and was recently 
interviewed by Brian Chittock, 
FINEPRINT’s Community Informa- 
tion Director. 

FINEPRINT: Womonspace is an 
organization developed by and for 
lesbians. How did it get started? 
JEANNE: Well, basically, Womon- 
space has grown and developed 
over a period of time. Two of the 
founding women had been involved 
with GATE as counsellors and had 
been for some time. One of the 
things that we began to notice was 
the lack of women participating in 
what little was available then. Many 
women were phoning us and saying, 
Jesus, is there nothing in this city 
for women. The Club (70) had closed 
and there wasn’t anywhere for 
women to go socially. The women, 
generally, were not feeling good 
about how they were being received 
in the other clubs. People were 
frustrated. House parties get boring 
after awhile. There were some 
camping trips but people were 
starting to really desperately have 
a need to be together in groups. 
We had Tuesday nights at Flashback 
but their attitude was somewhat 
condescending. Flashback had also 
indicated that if Tuesday Women’s 
night was successful, they would 
consider opening a women’s bar. 
We're not sure what their real plans 
were, but we're still waiting. Then, 
_ Flashback opened up Phase IV 

~ which was pretty much for men. 
There was a lot of frustration 
and < . The women continued 
to want something more in 
Edmonton. 

A number of us had been 
working with GATE on their 
dances. We felt that we knew 
enough about it and eight of us 
decided to run a few just for 
women. These dances became a 
great success and we continued 
to hold a number of these with the 
assistance of GATE. 

We then decided to organize a 
group to ensure the continuation of 
these dances. So in January, 1982, 
we got these eight women together 
and became the first Board of Direc- 
tors. We called a general meeting 
to let people know what we were 
planning and thirty people showed 
up at our first meeting. In February 
we started writing our constitution 
and we spent two hours a week 
until May. Around September, we 
applied for our incorporation and 
on December 9, 1982 began a non- 
profit society. We held six dances 
that year and co-sponsored a film 
(Word is Out) night with a group 
called Edmonton Lesbian Coalition. 
We established a gym night in the 
fall of last year. Mostly, women got 
together and played volleyball. The 
more we did, the more we realized 
how much of a desperate need there 
was just for people to get together 
and to be together, not to hustle 
and not to drink and not to work - 
just to get together. 

I feel it’s absolutely essential for 
women to come together and start 
talking. If we don’t we'll still be 
living in the dark ages ten years 
from now and we can’t afford to. 

We established our newsletter in 
the fall of ’82. I think it’s having 
some really strong effects. It’s 
really becoming the voice of the 
community. 


Womonspace evolved from a 
need. People were joining us and 
working for Womonspace and find- 
ing out that they were quite capable 
of doing it and that was very 
exciting for a number of people. 
FINEPRINT: Where did the name 
Womonspace come from? 

JEANNE: A couple of us were 
tossing around some thoughts. I 
think it really had a name before we 
decided what it was going to be. I 
had run into a paper at Common 
Woman Books called Women Spirit 
and I had that in mind when we 
were thinking of a name. One of 
the things that was foremost in our 
minds was that there has to be space 
in this city for lesbians - there just 
had to be - we're here. We can’t go 
on being anonymous and oblivious. 
Then we started thinking actively 
about obtaining our own physical 
space for our organization. So it just 
came together, naturally. 
FINEPRINT: You mentioned the 
turnout for your initial organiza- 
tional meeting being high. Has that 
continued? 

JEANNE: The activities always bring 
a large turnout. Our meetings vary 
from 12-25 women. But they’re dif- 
ferent faces all the time. The dances 
usually attract around 250 women. 
FINEPRINT: Who are your 
members? What type of people are 
they? Where are they coming from? 
JEANNE: Three of the women on 
the Board had been GATE counsel- 
lors. One woman was involved in 
the establishment of the Womyn’s 
Collective in Calgary. Most have 
very strong feelings about it working. 
We have bookkeepers, secretaries, 
postal workers and a writer involved. 
All are driven very much by fulfilling 
our dream of obtaining our own 
space. I don’t think the group is 
strongly feminist. We have some but 
we're a very young organization. 
There’s boundless skills out there. 
We all have jobs and every job has 
it’s skills. We just need to. find 
them, trust them, clone them, a 
little bit. It’s a slow process. But 
we're selling ourselves slowly and 
that’s important. 

FINEPRINT: Why have you 
developed a separate group just 

for women? 

JEANNE: As I mentioned earlier, 
most of us had been involved with 
other groups in the city (Dignity, 
GATE). The general feeling has been 
that we were not very welcome. 
One of the things that we found 
over and over again in the meetings 
and discussions (with GATE) was 
that if we had something to say, it 
was either ignored, interrupted or 
we were being patronized. It was a 
very condescending attitude - very 
useless. How does one ever accom- 
plish anything in an atmosphere like 
that? It was not at all conducive to 
having people talk and be involved. 
Much of the work we did was the 
labour. If we had any ideas, they 
were taken by someone else and we 
always ended up being the workers 
- not the organizers. 

It just comes down to the basic 
kinds of attitudes in society. Women 
are not worth anything. If they talk, 
it’s not important. We are not 
thought of having capabilities and 
strengths, or authority or under- 
standing of our lives, or anything 
else. Most of the women felt very 
condescended to in the clubs as well. 

So the development of a women’s 
group was imminent. It was bound 
to happen. You can’t have a group 
of people as large as we without 
something coming out of it and it 
wasn’t going to come out of the 
established groups with that kind of 
an attitude. None of us were strong 
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enough to fight within those groups. 
FINEPRINT: There seems to be as 
much suppression of women in the 
gay community as there is within 
the straight community! 

JEANNE: Sometimes more! Because 
gay men really don’t have to deal 
with women. There’s no driving 
force for men to be around women 
in the gay community or vice versa. 
I think eventually, we are all going 
to realize that we would all be 
better off if we did spend some 
time with each other. But there’s 
going to have to be a lot more 
understanding on both sides before 
we can achieve that. 


and women’s groups in this 
community. Can you comment? 


JEANNE: Women here, lesbians 
here, have never been out. Club 70 
was the only thing that provided 
that. There’s a variety of reasons for 
that. Women believe that they have 
a lot to lose if they become known 
as gay. Women have been taught that 
they should be at home. Women 
here are just starting to feel that 
they have got to get out. Men tend 
to be very outgoing and more 
assertive. I’m not saying that 
women aren’t, inherently. But they 
certainly haven’t been taught to 

be. Women don’t feel welcome and 


When we first started off we 
were definitely a threat. Why were 
we starting up? Why are we breaking 
up the gay community? I didn’t 
have the answers then. Some of the 
organizations are trying very hard 
not to be sexist. But they’ve got 
a long way to go. 

To be a lesbian and survive in 
this society is very hard. Because 
you know that you are never going 
to rely on a husband. Getting into a 
trade ‘or profession as a gay woman 
is probably the biggest battle they 
will ever fight in their entire lives. 
Gay women are starting to realize 
that they need a bigger slice of life 
than they’ve been getting - all 
women have. Yet it’s a bit of a 
paradox here. In fact gay women, 
lesbians, definitely are feminists but 
in thought most of them are not. 

That’s why a separate group 
for women. 

FINEPRINT: Why do you use the 
term “‘Lesbian” as opposed to gay 
women? 

JEANNE: Well, most people tend to 
be afraid of the word lesbian. I 
don’t think there’s any need for 
that but we’ve grown up believing 
it. Other people feel it’s separating 
the men from the women. It’s not 
a euphemism. It comes from Lesbos, 
a community of women loving 
women. It does have a special 
connotation. I think that lesbians 
prefer calling themselves lesbians as 
opposed to gay women because the 
term gay most often connotes gay 
men. Women don’t want to be 
lumped into the same pot of soup. 
We have different lifestyles, different 
needs, we think differently and we 
are a different people. We do have 
some common needs and problems 
and definitely the common oppres- 
sion of being gay. 

FINEPRINT: FINEPRINT has been 
developed to provide a vehicle to 
promote a positive image of gay 
men and gay women that is both 
educational and informative. Yet 
FINEPRINT has encountered great 
difficulties in obtaining ongoing 
direct involvement from lesbians 


don’t feel comfortable in places 
where they should be. 
FINEPRINT: FINEPRINT has made 
a statement that we prefer to use 
the term gay women rather than 
lesbians. My question to Womon- 
Space is will that bring the . - - 
community together or tear 

it further apart? 

JEANNE: In order to allow unity 
to develop, we have to respect the 
differences that exist between us. 
If you’re going to speak about 
lesbians, it’s a lot better to call them 
what they are. A chain is only as 
strong as its’ weakest link and each 
link is an individual. , 
FINEPRINT: What kind of an 
impact has Womonspace had on 
the community? 

JEANNE: It’s bringing out a lot of 
people. The dances are bringing out 
a lot of women, some of whom 
have not been out since Club 70 
closed. It at least is providing 
something positive. The newsletter 
is providing a platform. 
FINEPRINT: How can FINEPRINT 
get out there and get some lesbian 
involvement in the newspaper? 
Writers? Board Members? People 
out front? 

JEANNE: First of all, don’t push 
the issue. Secondly, you’re going to 
have to prove to the community at 
large that you are willing to publish 
the things that we want said. You 
have to prove to them that you are 
willing to listen and take them 
seriously. It will be a slow process. 
You've already had a few women 
writers. You'll have more. But 
you're not going to have nice, 
happy articles. You’re going to 
probably get a lot of political stuff. 
You're going to get a lot of angry 


voices. 
Show the women that you are 


willing to put that in your paper 
and that they’re going to be heard. 
You'll have a better chance. 

Unity in this community won't 
happen overnight. It won’t happen 
until each group is strong and can 
stand with a strong knowledge of 
ourselves. And it will happen. 
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PISCES REVISITED the conclusion 


by Michael Phair 


This is the third and final install- 
ment of Michael Phair’s account of 
the Pisces Bath raid of May 29/30 
1981. In FINEPRINT’s January and 
February editions Michael outlined 
the night of the police raid, the 
ordeal of the early morning court- 
room proceedings, the Saturday 
following the raids, the Theatre 3 
benefit and the beginnings of the 
legal battles that he and the other 
55 found-ins faced.) Editor’s Note. 


How should I plead? What defense 
could I use? After June 4, these 
questions became cloudy and painful. 
On that late Tuesday afternoon the 
owners of Pisces pleaded guilty to 
owning and running a common 
bawdy house. They were fined over 
$45,000 by the Provincial Court. 
Pisces again hit the headlines of the 
newspapers and T.V. and this time 
with a vengeance. as the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons suspended 
Dr. Toupin, one of the owners for 
six months. Tragically for the 
found-ins the owners entered their 


guilty plea just three days before the 


owners of the Toronto Barrack Bath 


were found not guilty in a similar 
case. Initially, I felt that any defence 
would be hopeless as all the Crown 
had to do was prove that I was on 
the premises at the time of the raid. 
I had expected that like the Toronto 
found-ins, it would take years for 
the cases to come to trial and I had 
hoped that maybe if the owners 
were found innocent the Crown 
might drop charges. Instead I, and 
other found-ins were scurrying back 
to Shelley Miller for advice since 
she was the legal counsel for many 
of us. 

All found-ins were summoned to 
appear and enter either. a guilty or 
not guilty plea in the Provincial 
Court on June 30. Not guilty pleas 
could be changed at any time and 
would force the court to face legal 
issues that Shelley Miller felt were 
important to be argued. Countering 
this was the realization that a trial 
might bring press coverage and a 
decision of guilty. With encourage- 
ment from Shelley and support from 
the Privacy Defence Committee 
(PDC), over thirty found-ins pleaded 
not guilty - a real victory that I 
think surprised many people. 

A summary conviction which 
results from a guilty plea as a 
found-in is a criminal offense which 
brings a fine and a criminal record 
to the individual. Once this route 
is taken no avenues of appeal are 
normally available and further 
proceedings with the courts are 
closed. A plea of not guilty entitles 
the individual to a trial before a 
judge in the Provincial Court plus 
allows for appeals at higher court 
levels if necessary or desirable. The 

thirty plus not guilty pleas meant 
thirty trials plus the possibility of 
going on to the Court of Queen’s 
Bench or Appeal Court. Trials are, 
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of course, open to the public and 
the press, involving lawyers, 
witnesses and legal proceedings that 
can be frightening and costly. A trial 
before a judge is not fun - it is a 
serious undertaking that should 
ensure justice. 

As justice unfolded Alberta style I 
was appalled at the dark underside 
of bias and injustice that I witnessed 
in the courts. Waiting for my own 
trial became increasingly depressing 
when faced with the following 
kinds of discrimination: 

e The owners of Pisces were fined 
over $45,000 - more than ten times 
the amount of any previous bawdy 
house case. 

© Not guilty pleas were entered on 
June 30. The first trial was 
scheduled for the end of August 
and each subsequent one every two 
days thereafter. The Court declared 
its intention to carry out these trials 
as fast as possible. We expected that 
trials would not start until at least 
November. Rarely do the courts 
move with such haste which gave 
our lawyers very little preparation 
time. The Crown of course was 
involved since the February days of 
police surveillance and they were 
ready! 

e In the vast majority of similar 
cases in Alberta, charges against 
found-ins have been either dropped 
or discharged, especially when 
owners plead guilty. This was not 
done in any of the Pisces cases. 
Most judges consider the ignominy 
of being charged as a found-in 
sufficient enough grounds to grant 
a discharge. No gay Pisces found-in 
was discharged at the Provincial 
Court level. 


e The first trial with Judge Hyde 
presiding was, in my opinion, 
horrendous. Shelley Miller, the 
found’ins defense was constantly 
berated and had her arguments 
blocked by Judge Hyde. Ferries, the 
Crown Prosecutor degraded himself 
by declaring that our conduct at 
Pisces was “‘rutting like animals.” 
Five days of testimony surrounded 
evidence of police surveillance, 
films, and pictures and was filled 
with subtle allegations of the crimi- 
nality of holding hands, touching, 
kissing etc. It was a travesty - a 
cheap circus side show with Hyde 
presiding. 


© While reading his guilty verdict 

at the first trial. Judge Hyde 
commended Edmonton’s police for 
protecting the city from ‘such’ 
people and activities and looking 

at myself and other courtroom 
observers declared with a flurry of 
disgust “‘you’re criminals, all of you, 
criminals’. This was stated just 
minutes before my trial was sched- 
uled to begin before this same judge. 
© At a later trial where the defense 
lawyer asked for a postponement, 
Judge Hyde refused. The found-in 
was forced to procede on his own 


without a lawyer. This was the only 
case in which such a request was 
made by a found-in and it was denied. 
Although generally more receptive 
than the Provincial Court, the first 
appeal argued at the Queen’s Bench 
has been awaiting the judge’s 
decision for over a year now. 

Seeing all of this was both 
disquieting and disgusting. It did 
not appear to me that Judge Hyde 
and his ilk were carrying out the 
kind of justice I though I and other 
Canadians believed in. It was 
different to think that I would be 
treated any differently or better 
when my turn came. 

For my October trial, Ms. Miller 
suggested that like two other found- 
ins I do my own defense without a 
lawyer. Having sat through a number 
of court proceedings and talked 
with lawyers defending found-ins 
I know somewhat how to conduct 
the trial. I decided to do it alone 
without legal counsel - and I was 
terrified. 

By the time my three day trial 
began the courtroom was quiet and 
uninhabited except for police 
witnesses. Pisces in October was no 
longer important. I sat through the 
same evidence and video I-had seen 
many times before while the Crown 
added pictures of me on the night 
of the raid watching T.V. plus an 
April picture of me standing outside 
the Pisces building. I asked question 
and presented witnesses, made 
statements and prepared closing 
arguments. Over the years, I have 
taught children and adults and given 
many speeches to audiences; but, in 
that nearly empty courtroom I 
shivered and sweated more than 
ever before. The enforced distance, 
false respect and the threatening 
image of the judge along with 
police officers and the Crown 
prosecutor attacking me and the 
seemingly oblivious court recorder 
writing everything down were 
incredibly intimidating. I never felt 
so ‘small’ in my life. Periodically 
my friends Bill and Larry were in 
the courtroom. They will never 
know the relief and courage I got 
when I looked around and saw 
friendly, warm ‘human’ faces. 

Although not surprised at the 
guilty verdict I really was not 
prepared. I was devastated. I was 


legally and publically a criminal 
with a record. I often wonder how 
anyone survives the ordeal of the 
court system with any decency or 
self-respect intact - what a crushing 
blow to my confidence and my 
sense of dignity. Some of those 
terrible feelings will never be gone, 
only well hidden at times. Just a 
few days later in early November I 
was back to speak to my sentence. I 
provided letters of recommendation 
and three character witnesses, Brian 
Clark, Andrea Dinsmore and Philip 
Knight in a final effort to persuade 
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the judge to discharge my case. 
Essentially the Crown encouraged 
the judge to follow the lead of his 
fellow judges which is what he did 
as he let the criminal record stand 
with a $250 fine. The first round 
was over. I was down but not 

out yet. 

From the beginning Shelley Miller 
had said that if we persisted and 
appealed at the higher courts, 
chances of victory would improve. 


In early December Shelley entered 
an appeal motion on my behalf. By 
the end of January 1983, all the 
found-ins had either pleaded guilty 
or been found guilty. To my 
knowledge only five of us took our 
cases to the Court of Queen’s Bench. 
The first appeal, heard in March of 
1982 is still waiting for the judge’s 
decision as of now Over a year later 
in March of 1983. The Queen’s 
Bench overturned the Provincial 
Court and granted discharges in two 
subsequent cases and upheld the 
conviction in one. The last appeal, 
mine, was argued by Shelley Miller 
in October of 1982 exactly a year 
after my first trial. 

Friday November 1, while in St. 
Paul doing an all day workshop, I 
got a noon message to call Shelley. 
Trembling with both fear and hope 
I called Edmonton at 2 p.m. Judge 
Bracco of the Queen’s Bench had 
handed down his decision on my 
appeal. I was exonerated. I hd won! 

Never have I finished a workshop 
with such enthusiasm! I floated 
down the highway for 2% hours 
driving back to Edmonton - back 
home. 

Judge Bracco’s decision said in 
part that “‘It is my view that the 
learned Provincial Court judge erred 
in giving undue consideration to the 
decisions of his brother judges who 
heard similar cases arising from the 
charges laid against a large number 
of found-ins...It is my view that the 
learned Provincial Court judge 
failed to give sufficient, if any, 
consideration to the factors that 
ought to be considered as suggested 
by the Appellate Division of the 
Alberta Supreme Court...” 

Nearly eighteen months before 
Shelley Miller had said that if I kept 
at it I might get lucky - and on 
November 1 I was lucky! 

With the exception of the one 
appeal pending, the Pisces cases 
after two years are over. My 
personal revisit has been a painful 
yet not devastating journey. Perhaps 
some constructive things for 
Edmonton’s gay community as well 
as myself have come out of the raid. 
Hopefully it has rattled our com- 
placency just enough to ensure that 
we will never let it happen again. 
Memories of the May 29/30 Pisces is 
something no gay person should 
ever be forced to live with again. 


Over the past years, there 
has been an increased 
awareness of deaf persons 
within the gay and lesbian 
communities in Canada 
through the bars, clubs and 
sign language classes. I am 
writing to share my points 
about being a deaf gay. 

While many lesbians and 
gays have become vaguely 
aware of the presence of 
deaf persons within their 
community, most of them 
have had no personal 
contact with deaf gays and 
lesbians or don’t know how 
to communicate with them. 
Deaf gays and lesbians live 
in two worlds; they are part 
of two minorities: DEAF and 
GAY. Also they are part of a 
controlling straight culture 
(deaf community). They 
should form a community 
on this basis alone - but it 


WHICH COMMUNITY DO | BELONG TO? 


by Lesley Marshall 


would simply be too limited. 
Instead, they must look to 
the deaf and gay communi- 
ties to fulfill their needs 
while dealing with the fact 
that neither community 
offers them complete accept- 
ance right now. Which 
community should they 
belong to? 

As I pointed out, the ideal 
is to be a part of a gay 
community where com- 
munication is possible. It 
would be another ideal to 
socialize with other deaf 
gays but this group in 
Edmonton is too small to 
completely accommodate 
its members. 

As an honest person, I 
prefer to be part of gay and 
deaf communities. I know 
that some deaf people 
behave poorly towards 
hearing gays as I don’t 
accept that from them. 
However, I make a point 
out that some hearing 
people are bad, some are 
good: some deaf are bad, 


some are good. It’s the same 
principle. 

One organization in the 
world I know is the Rain- 
bow Society which has been 
founded by deaf gays and 
lesbians. It is a national 
organization which has 
approximately twenty 
chapters (Toronto, Montreal 
and Vancouver are included). 
It was formed in the U.S. 
eight years ago in recognition 
of the difficulties which 
lesbian/gay deaf have in both 
the gay hearing and straight 
deaf communities. The 
purpose of the organiz- 
ation is to provide a social 
outlet for lesbian and gay 
deaf outside the bars. Hearing 
persons who sign and wish to 
associate with deaf gays are 
welcome. We have annual 
Deaf Gay Conventions to get 
together locally and a 
national network. The / 
network will provide 
ongoing opportunities for 
deaf and hearing gays to 
break down the barriers 
which have separated us. 
This year there will be a 
convention in Chicago (May 
26-30). In 1984 the Montreal 


Chapter will host this 
convention. 

As with hearing gays, my 
experience with the bar scene 
differs depending upon 
whether one speaks with a 
gay or a lesbian. A few years 
ago I felt that a local bar in 
Edmonton was a cold place 
and felt that the hearing gays 
were not welcoming me as a 
deaf gay person. Today I feel 
great to be welcomed there 
and say ‘hi’ to everybody. 
More hearing gays seem to be 
accepting deaf gays. 

If you have never met a 
deaf person before, and don’t 
know how to communicate 
with the deaf, you might feel 
uncomfortable. I know it 
becomes hard to communi- 
cate but I always bring pen 
and paper. I don’t want you 
to feel nervous or uncom- 
fortable. Writing will not bite 
you! It usually makes us feel 
more relaxed. Through my 
experience I can cruise 
someone I really like and 
he'll be cruising back, then 
we meet and he realizes I’m 
deaf and he might say excuse 
me or leave... 

I feel very strongly that 
hearing gays and deaf gays 
should be viewed equally. 
You, too, should be open to 
associating with the deaf... 


ILLUSTRATION BY SEAN WILDER 


acase of homo 


by Brian W. Chittock 


Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome. AIDS. The most destruc- 
tive collection of diseases to 
threaten the lives of men and 
women throughout the world 
today. It is not only destructive to 
those individuals who contract the 
diseases, but it is also destroying the 
very foundations of gay liberation 
and the gay lifestyle. 

WHAT IS ACQUIRED IMMUNE 
DEFICIENCY SYNDROME? 

The life-threatening AIDS diseases 
include: 

Pneumocystic carinii pneumonia 
(PCP), the deadliest AIDS disease. 
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Kaposi’s Sarcoma (KS), the second 
killer, is a cancer of the tissues 
beneath the skin and the mucous- 
secreting surfaces of the digestive 
tract, lymph nodes and lungs. 
Cryptococcosis is caused by a 
fungus that can infect the brain, 
lungs, liver, intestinal tract and skin. 
Non-Hodgkins lymphoma is a 
cancer of the lymph nodes. 


Other AIDS Diseases: 

Candidiosis is a yeast infection that 
can attack the mouth, anus, genitals 
and other areas of the body. 
Herpes simplex is a widespread 


virus that frequently causes localized 
“fever blisters’’ or skin eruptions of 
the face, buttocks, anus or genitals. 
Cyto-megalo Virus (CMV) is a 
widespread virus that usually 
produces symptoms similar to 
mononucleosis, or may produce no 
Overt symptoms whatsoever but can 
lead to serious and debilitating 
infections including pneumonia. 
Toxoplamosis is a parasitic infec- 
tion that can involve brain tissues 
and cause central nervous system 
disorders. It is characterized by 
severe flu-like symptoms and malaise. 


All appear to be associated with 


a state of immune deficiency that 
severely impairs the ability of the 
body to suppress disease-causing 
organism and certain kinds of 
cancer cells. 


Cases of AIDS have been reported 
from Japan to Greece, with the 
highest concentration centred 
mainly in New York City. San 
Francisco, Los Angeles and Houston 
have also had numerous cases 
reported, In Canada, cases have 
been reported in Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto, Windsor, Welland, 
Waterloo, Vancouver, Edmonton 
and most recently in Calgary. 
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WHAT ARE THE 
RESEARCHERS SAYING? 

Dr. Harold Jaffe of the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC), in Atlanta, 
Georgia, stated, ‘‘We don’t know of 
any hot leads in research. Do you?” 
He went on to say, “With most 
diseases, the more you learn, the 
less scared you are. With AIDS, the 
more I learn, the more scared I am.” 

Dr. Michael Gottlieb of the UCLA 
School of Medicine (who first 
uncovered the disease) revealed, 
“The more we learn about this, the 
deeper we go, the more it looks like 
science fiction.”” 

Dr. William Foege, the director of 
CDC, stated at a briefing December 
6, 1982, in Washington, D.C., and 
reprinted in the Advocate, “It (AIDS) 
might be a new virus...but it could 
also be an old virus that has changed 
in character, not necessarily by 
mutation. In the last year we have 
had an outbreak of something that 
has been called delta agent...a 
subviral particle that can do nothing 
on its own even if it gets into a cell. 
The only way it can achieve immor- 
tality is to be fortunate enough to 
link on to a hepatitis B virus, and 
with that virus go into a cell. It 
changes the hepatitis B virus, and 
the hepatitis B virus then changes 
the workings of the cell. 

So people with delta agent won’t 
get sick; people with hepatitis B get 
hepatitis B. People with both delta 
agent and hepatitis B end up with a 
severe hepatitis and a high mortality 
rate. It may be that AIDS is a com- 
mon virus with something like this 
being linked onto it. We don’t know.” 

Dr. Foege summed it up well, the 
researchers simply do not know. 
However, the hepatitis B model 
has become highly attractive to 
a number of prominent scientists. 


the CDC’s AIDS Task Force that 
"AIDS is an infectious agent trans- 


Beef Gast tine aftention on the 
_ need for continued research funding. 
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and millions of dollars. 

1982 saw the development of 
a vaccine for hepatitis B, a major 
breakthrough on work that began in 
the mid sixties. However, for AIDS 
research, 1982 has been and gone 
with more questions and less 
answers. What are the researchers 
looking for? The best cure would 
be an agent that would restore the 


WHAT IS THE MEDIA SAYING? 
“AIDS, commonly known as ‘gay 
plague’.”” Edmonton Journal. 
“Guilt and AIDS.”” New York 
Native. 

“Treatment for “GAY PLAGUE’ takes 
City resident to U.S.” Edmonton 
Journal. 

“Sexual Cancer. Is there Death after 
Sex? AIDS began as the “Gay Plague’. 
Now its spread beyond that 
community and become America’s 
deadliest epidemic.”” Rolling Stone. 
“Rare Cancer seen in 41 Homo- 
sexuals.”” The New York Times. 
“Diseases that Plague Gays.” 
Newsweek. 

“Our lifestyle can become an elab- 
Orate suidice ritual.” The Advocate. 
“Special Gay Cancer Report.”’ 
Philadelphia’s Gay News. 

“Gay Plague Hits Alberta.” 
Edmonton Sun. 

All of this, having been reported 

across the continent in both gay 


and straight publications, spreading, 
like a cancer itself, from The New 
York Times to the Edmonton Sun. 

The press have been running 
morbid medical accounts on the 
AIDS “‘epidemic’’. Most of it has 
been an inaccurate rampage of verbal 
diarrhea that has amplified the 
confusion about the causes and 
ramifications of AIDS. Much of it 
has been horribly misleading and 
has laid the blame squarely at the 
feet of gay men and, more specific- 
ally, ‘promiscuous’ gay men. 

One of the most outrageous, 
irresponsible and, I might add, 
incredulous reports came Out on 
November 8, 1982, by two gay 
men, Richard Berkowitz and 
Michael Callen, both of whom are 
AIDS patients. The article in the 
New York Native appeared as “Two 
Gay Men Declare War on Promis- 
cuity”’, with a banner headline: “We 
Know Who We Are.” Berkowitz 
and Callen went after “‘those of us 
who have lived a life of excessive 


general population, despite all 
evidence to the contrary...Lesbians 
and less sexually active gay men are 
going to have their rights denied 
and infringed upon - all because 
four hundred cases of a disease 
have appeared among twenty million 
of us.”’ 


WHAT IS THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION SAYING? 
“Promiscuity is bad for your 
health.’ Dr. Joseph Sonnabend. 

“T believe promiscuity allows the 
spread.”’ Dr. Peter A. Seitzman. 
“The thing is people are dying. The 
medical problem is more important 
than the civil rights issues.” 

Dr. James Curran. 

“...such hastiness invites us to 
participate in the scapegoating of 
ourselves, to blame the community 
that we must never forget is not the 
cause, and certainly not ‘the cause’ 
but the victim of AIDS...Develop 
your Own responses.” 

Dr. Lawrence Mass. 


We must, at all cost, challenge and refute both 
those within our ranks and outside of them who are 
blaming, chastising, categorizing and labellizing us 

for their own convenience and peace of mind. 


promiscuity’’; there’s no germ at all, 
it’s just guys being promiscuous, 
they said, doing all this damage to 
ourselves. It’s all our fault. Only 
their Own promiscuity is to blame. 
“The pool of promiscuous partners 
is...highly polluted.”’ We have been 
sexually “pigging out.”’ They go on 
to say, “We, the authors, have 
concluded that there is no mutant 
virus, and there will be no vaccine. 
Our lifestyle has created the present 
epidemic of AIDS among gay men... 
We have remained unwilling to .. 
accept responsibility for the role’ 
that our own excessiveness has 
played in our present health crisis. 
But, deep down, we know who we 
are, and we know why we're sick.” 

The Body Politic, on the other 
hand, printed a piece by Michael 
Lynch entitled, “Living with 
Kaposi’s.” Lynch states, in part, 

“‘I suspect that our response to this 
‘Health Crisis’ involved a communal 
self-betrayal of gargantuan propor- 
tions and historical significance. 
Have we wielded, ourselves upon 
ourselves, a major setback in the 
cause of what we used to call gay 
liberation?”..Like helpless mice we 
have peremptorily, almost inexplic- 
ably, relinquished the one power 
we so long fought for in constructing 
our modern gay community: the 
power to determine our own 
identity. And to whom have we 
relinquished it? The very authority 
we wrestled it from in a struggle 
that occupied us for more than a 
hundred years: the medical 
profession.” 

In an accompanying article, Bill 
Lewis wrote on ““The Real Gay 
Epidemic: Panic and Paranoia.” 
Lewis states: ““Abundant sex, 
poppers, fisting, drugs, ingestion of 
too much sperm, staying up too late 
- all have been put forward as an 
explanation. However, it soon 
becomes apparent that for each of 
these possibilities, abundant excep- 
tions could be found.” Further, he 
reports, “‘As a rule, sexual contacts 
of AIDS patients haven’t developed 
the disease, at least not in any 
obvious form...From 1971 to 1980 
the number of cases of hepatitis B 
reported per capita in Ontario rose 
more than fifteen fold. Yet we read 
no reports of a hepatitis B epidemic. 
AIDS is deemed newsworthy because 
it is new and mysterious, but also 
because it has occurred primarily in 
gay men...Clearly the AIDS syn- 
drome is being singled out for 
special attention.” 

Lewis contents that: “‘Sexually 
active gay males are being set up as 
a dangerous health hazard to the 


“The bottom line is that yes, part of 
our lifestyle is a hazard to our health 
..-1 do think the time has come for 
gay physicians and the public health 
Officials to advise the general public 
about the health hazards of sexual 
activity with many anonymous part- 
ners...Promiscuous behaviour can 
only only increase the risk of 
disease. That’s why gay men must 
turn one-night stands into longer 
relationships.” Dr. Daniel William. 

The medical profession doesn’t 
know either. They even admit that 
it’s all still speculative. But their 
‘speculative’ reportage has strong 
moralistic overtones. They are 
preaching morals, dictating standards 
under the guise of medical expertise 
again. Ten years ago, we fought the 
American Psychiatric Association 
(APA) to reverse its position on gays 
- and we won. Ten years later, as 
Lynch stated in his article, “‘gays are 
once again allowing the medical 
profession to define, restrict, 
pathologize us. What used to be a 
psychiatric pathology is now an 
infectious one.” 


WHAT ARE THE FACTS 
BEFORE US? 

FACT: There is no substantiation 
of any theory that has ever been 
presented about the cause(s) of 
AIDS. 

FACT: AIDS is a collection. of 
debilitating and destructive diseases 
that are real, existing, but whose 
state of being cannot be explained. 
FACT: The opinions expressed by 
the various professionals in this and 
many other articles are just that: 
opinions - beliefs that are not based 
on certainty. 

FACT: People are sick, and some 
are dying. 

FACT: Over half of all reported 
cases of AIDS are in New York City. 
FACT: 25% of AIDS victims are 
non-gay. 

Yet, we have all been led to 
believe otherwise. The researchers, 
media and medical profession have 
told us that we are the cause of this 
disease - that aspects of the gay life- 
style we have created are hazardous 
to our health. They have all rein- 
forced the adage that we are sick - 
gay is sick - homosexuality is the 
cancer of society. And they have 

- far too many - people 
believing it. They have struck fear 
and guilt into all of us, and this 
outrageous form of brainwashing 
has taken its toll. One gay man, 
dying of AIDS, promised to find a 
girlfriend if he pulled through. He 
died, believing that lie. 


fought so | 
“‘Isn’t this what built gay liberation? 


We have been told that our own 
promiscuity is to blame, that we are 
more promiscuous than any other 
group in the world. C.A. Tripp, a 
well-known psychologist, noted that, 
in general, men are prone to random 
sexual activity, and gay men even 
more so. To call this behaviour 
““‘promiscuous’”’ reflects the envy of 
the caller. 

Just what is ‘‘promiscuous behav- 
iour’’, and by whose standard are 
we measuring it? The researchers’? 
The media’s? The Medical Profes- 
sion’s? The Moral Majority’s? If 
“promiscuity” leads to the 
acquisition of AIDS, why then have 
the prostitutes and the hustlers not 
contracted this disease? Or, better 
still, why are we not accusing them 
of assisting in the spread of the 
diseases? With prostitution and 
hustling having been a part of society 
for centuries, why did AIDS not 
appear more frequently, prior 
to 1979? 

And now, the major blood 


, collection agencies are calling for an 


outright ban on gay men donating 
blood. Why?...when, of the more 
than 7 million Americans and 
Canadians who receive blood trans- 
fusions each year, only one already 
sick and premature baby has come 
down with AIDS!* 

The sober, cautious researchers, 
the panic-mongering media and the 
moralistic medical profession are all 
responsible for the most vicious 
form of homophobia ever to attack 
the gay community. And we have 
all sat back and allowed this 
to happen. 

They have caught us with our 
pants down, again. And we have 
reacted with shame, fear and guilt, 
again. Gay men and women have 
always believed the lie, to some 
extent or other, that we have 
something to be ashamed of. But 
this is just society’s - and in many 
cases our parents’ - homophobia 
instilled in each and every one of 
us. And isn’t this what we have 
and hard against? 


We are not the cause of this 
dreaded disease, but we have 
somehow become the victims. 
There is no gay plague. There’s no 
such thing as a gay cancer. 

But there may be some sort of 
conspiracy, some grotesque exter- 
mination plot, an Andromeda Strain 
set loose in New York City??? Far 
fetched? Perhaps. But nonetheless a 
definite possibility, and one gaining 
in popularity. 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

We must continue to fight our 
struggles for gay liberation. We 
must continue to make our own 
lives. We must continue to risk 
everything to make reasoned, 
informed, responsible decisions 
about our lives and our lifestyles 
as gay Citizens. It is of the upmost 
importance for every gay person to 
be responsible, sexually: to visit the 
Venereal Disease Clinics and your 
personal physicians for regular 
check-ups; to abstain from any form 
of sexual activity when you are 
sick, or when you have a venereal 
disease, even when you suspect that 
something isn’t quite right, to 
question your partners of their 
sexual health. And if we do this, 
then we must respect each other’s 
decisions and choices about 
sexuality. We must review, with a 
critical eye and an open mind, all 
information available on AIDS. And 
we must, at all cost, challenge and 
refute both those within our ranks 
and outside of them who are 
blaming, chastising, categorizing 
and labelling us for their own 
convenience and peace of mind. 

The choice is our. It’s our survival. 


* As of November 1982. 
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Friday March 4th Alan Ross, 
Barbara Banfield and yours truly are 


munching grapes with Rick Bergen in 


his cozy downtown apartment cum 
studio, strains of CBC stereo fill the 
background. Rick Bergen is a young 
Edmonton fashion designer who has 


‘recently hit the limelight. His 


_. clothes which have been the high- 


around town over the past few 
months have now been picked up 
by Holt Renfrew. 
“Keep it cottage” says Rick as he 
curls up in his chair and prepares to 
talk about his work. Rick says he 
likes to do one of a kind clothes, 
expressions of whatever has 
during the recent past. He is not 
interested in making multiples of 
this response to his environment. 
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NICE BUT DAMONCE 
FRE NCEP 


Does he concern himself with the 
buyers of his garments when he is 
designing? He makes what he feels 
is right and hopefully someone will 
come along who sees that garment 
as being right for them, someone 
tuned into the same thing he 
is. That persom he says could be 
any age. 

Rick doesn’t like to see people 
acting out the persona of what they 
have on. He has a great deal of 
regard for the individual’s own 
can be worn backwards or front- 
wards, low on the hip and mid calf 


rather than the usual spot at the 
back of the neckline so that he does 
not predispose the wearer towards 


a correct way of wearing his 
garments. 

Rick feels that the best clothing 
is fun and trendy but can also last 
forever. He admires a blouse in a 
1950’s Vogue that would have 
looked good in the 60’s, the 70’s 
and still looks good. 

“Clothing should be functional 
and comfortable but it can also be 
whatever you want it to be. There 
is no absolute design.”’ Rick does 
not believe in the old no frills 
Bauhaus credo that form follows 
function: ““Mies Van der Rohe is 
old hat.” 

“I like clothes that I can't feel 
when Fm wearing them, 'm not 
conscious of having them on when 
I lean back into a chair’’. For this 
reason Rick does not like knits 
although he believes sweatshirt 


fleece is fabulous. Fleece doesn’t 
have the elegant quality which Rick 
believes is a most important ingre- 
dient in his design. Cotton, that 


wonderful old standby, is a favorite; 


he often uses polished cottons, 
cotton jacquards, and woven 


Rick was going to be a journalist, 
and ready to go off to university 
when a friend said “heh you’ve got 
this talent, why not give clothing 
design a try”. His career choice may 
have been accidental but he seems 
to have the right insticts for a 
designer. He’s smart. He’s fine- 
tuned to what is Now. The clothes 
demonstrate that he is more inter- 
ested in structure than in decoration. 
Rick is not just rehashing the same 
old stuff - he’s adding something 


new, and it’s nice. 


PHOTO BY GARY DEVERE 


Long having been a fan of the 
large American department stores, 

I anticipated the unveiling of 
Edmonton's answer to them with 
mixed emotion, Holt Renfrew. Just 
the name is enough to conjure up 
images of old money and days gone 
by. I definitely was curious. The 
nice thing about the American 
stores in the vein of, say, Blooming- 
dales Macy’s, Neiman Marcus and 
Sak’s Fifth Avenue, is that they treat 
you like a gwod lover. They tell you 
that you are the only one that they 
have ever loved (or will love, for 
that matter) and that you can want 
for no other. In short, they cater 

to your everchanging whims and 
fancies, no matter how bizarre or 
different. And they don’t demand 
that you don’t see anyone else. 
Besides, in the case of a few of the 
aforementioned, they are also excel- 
lent cruising facilities. I have had 
many hours of enjoyment out of 
things that I have picked up at 
Bloomingdale’s on a Saturday after- 
noon, and I don’t mean the throw 
cushions on my bed. But I digress. 

Having decided to let the opening 
night jitters pass, I reluctantly 
forewent the opportunity to attend 
the grand opening gala held on 
February 16. I did not feel up to 
braving the ultra-suede golf shirt 
crowd, so I restrained my enthusiasm 
for a month. 

As I stated earlier, | had mixed 
emotions about this store. I was 
trying to be objective and not 
prejudge. This is somewhat like the 
speculation before a blind date. One 

_ thing in my favor for objectivity 
was that it would take an army of 
idiots armed with polyester and 
crushed velvet to destroy the 
oppulence suggested by that 
emerald, multi-faceted glory that 
Holt’s chose to occupy. 
The window displays, being the 
_ first clue to the mystery that lay 
_ within, were somewhat bland. I 
would have preferred something 
more exciting, but then this is 
Alberta. I really do not think that 
Edmonton is quite ready for the 
controversy that Bloomingdale’s 
unleashed when they featured two 
women in bed together in one of 
their windows. However, my ambi- 
valent feelings towards the window 
_ displays were soon left spinning as I 
entered through the revolving front 
_ door. There is something quite child- 
like that awakens in me at the sight 
of revolving doors. This was to be 
no exception. I entered with great 
flourish. (The running start really 
helped). 


Regaining-my decorum, I realized 
that I was either in the cosmetic 
area of the store, or that the Vatican 
had decided to set up a Mary Kay 
counter. There was marble and 
travertine all over. Time tried, a 
cliche if you like, but somehow 
always equated with glamour. There 
was also a decidedly pink aura to 
the fragrance area, the men’s cologne 
counter notwithstanding. 

Passing the luggage area, I 
instinctively headed for the men’s 
department. Conservatively spartan, 
the area is free of unnecessary 
clutter and meaningless displays. 
They are obviously confident to let 
the merchandise do what it should 
do - sell itself. The department is 
predictable; however, there are a 
few surprises worth noting. For 
example: their selection of Merona 
sportswear. This name should set 
bells off, as any clone worth his 
Polo knows that Merona makes 
undoubtedly the best-fitting baseball 
caps, rugby shorts, pants and shirts. 
Yes, Myrna, they have it all. So now 
you no longer have to smuggle 
twenty five baseball hats back from 
High Gear for all your friends. One 
of the other surprises is a small but 
unique selection of suedes. Available 


are shorts, shirts and, of course, 
jackets. These are all hand made in 
Italy for the Holt stores. The crafts- 
manship will attest to that. The 
prices are also quite in keeping with 
merchandise of this quality. Brought 
to my attention by one of the 
departments knowledgeable clerks 
was a polished cotton polo shirt 
from Italy. My first response to the 
price tag ($75.00) was that it was 
overpriced; but upon inspection of 
the material, I was convinced that 
this softly muted pastel shirt would 
become a must. Having lingered 
over some casual jackets, I decided 
to brave the last bastion of 
Edmonton propriety, Holt’s suit 
department. This department held 
no surprises and was therefore only 
a qualified disappointment. The 
height of Alberta conservatism. 
I shall not be spending much 
time here! 

Moving upstairs, via a rather 
lacklustre elevator sans attendant, 
I was now about to encounter the 
heart of the store. The dreaded 
Women’s Department. The elevator 
doors opened to reveal more 
travertine. (After this visit I am 
convinced that somewhere in Italy 
there is a mountain missing). Here is 
where any similarity between Holts 
and its American counterparts die. It 
is not a pretty death. Although the 
fashions are of a calibre of any 
leading fashion-conscious centre, 
the attitude of the staff is not. If 
you have an interest in fashion, 


men’s Or women’s, you are given 
the evil eye as you casually move 
from dress to dress. Even if you 
happen to be of the male gender. In 
New York you could ask to try on 
every gown in the bridal collection: 
as long as you have the money to 
pay for it, they could care less. 
From what I could make out of the 
women’s department, before melting 
under the stares of its staff, their 
furs are quite possible without 
compare in Edmonton, and they 
have an evening wear selection that 
would be at home on the sets of 
Dynasty. This, of course, includes 
the creations of two prominent local 
designers and a millery department 
that would drive even Alexis Car- 
rington Colgy to distraction. 

Next to the Women’s department 
is the china, crystal and silver 
department. This is the singularly 
biggest disappointment of the entire 
store. Holt’s have done themselves 
and Edmonton a disservice by not 
carrying their merchandising exper- 
tise to this department and providing 
us with a truly exciting array of 
items for the table. Three glass 
vases, a Silver/brass duck and silver 
cocktail spoons do not a china 
department make. 

Despite their appalling inability to 
provide a department dedicated to 
the art of table service, one must 
commend their foresight in pro- 
viding a department that goes out 
of its way to seduce you from your 
diet. This is the true treasure of 


Holt Renfrew’s new store, and, in 
keeping its worth, they have buried 
it within. Tucked away from the 
casual looker, where only the 
curious will be rewarded, is the 
Cafe at Holt’s. Small, tastefully 
decorated, and oh! so proper, it is 
the perfect place to slip from your 
harried world and pamper yourself 
with some real soul food. To trans- 
port yourself to a different place in 
time. For the Cafe at Holt’s makes 
time stand still, from your first bite 
to your last swallow. Prices are 
reasonable and well worth the 
search. I highly recommend the 
devilish concoction of creme 
anglaise and chocolate. And, it you 
are in a hurry, there is always the 
charcuteri-type counter that speci- 
alizes in such things as the take-out 
fantasies available at Cafe at Holt’s, 
pastries, imported cheeses and 
Belgian chocolates. The counter, in 
short, is laden with goodies just 
screaming to be taken home and 
devoured. If you are a closet 
gourmand, then this is the place to 
indulge your fetish. Here Holt’s lives 
up to its lineage by providing a little 
decadence to take home with you. 
In short, well worth the visit. 

So, this spring when it’s raining 
(the cats and dogs variety), arm 
yourself with an umbrella and head 
for Holt’s. Lose yourself in graceful 
surroundings and forget the reces- 
sion, fall in love with a little piece 
of history. (And besides, the baseball 
cap is only $9.95). 


“Toto, | don’t think we're in Kansas anymore” 


by Grayson Sherman 
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SHE SELLS 
SEQUINS 
BY THE 
SEASHORE 


And now, and now, and now; 
some more court news to warm the 
cockles of your impressionable little 
hearts. 

When we last left off, Mrs. K was 
winging her way to Seattle for fun, 
frivolity and young American boys; 
at least six people were waiting in 
the wings to receive the Entertainer 
of the Year award. And everyone 
wanted to know how the court could 
do a show to top “Black and White 
Dreams’. 

Well, lets get to first things first. 
Hereinafter lies the story of what 
happens to an unsuspecting, slightly 
naive Empress when she embarks 
on a fact finding mission to the 
United States of America, namely to 
the Seattle Coronation Ball. 

We caught our plane to Vancouver 
Friday night and upon our arrival at 
that port, decided that in order to 
report to our readers, we'd just 
have to visit every bar in Vancouver 
(just to get the nitty, gritty mind 
you). Now let me tell you something. 
All of those excommunicado 
Edmontonians you keep wondering 
what ever happened to? That’s 
right. You guessed it. They’re all 
alive and well and now living in the 
city at the edge of the strait. 

After visiting all the bars and 
many of the baths, we stumbled 

back to our humble domicile, : 
hopped in the car, and motored off 
to Seattle, Checking into our 
- hotel suite we had to look for 
the bed for at least 10 minutes 


oy _ Vancoujers Original Funky Cafe : 
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“A PLACE FRIENDS MEET 


before finding it ensconsed in the 
wall. Our room had an absolutely 
stunning view of the underside of 
the monorail, which was in part 
made up for by the fact that it also 
contained a bar, under which some 
thoughtful previous tenant of the 
room had left a partially filled 

40 oz. bottle of bourbon. 

After refreshing ourselves in a 
tasteful (and predominantly free) 
manner, we decided to visit the 
hospitality room, which proved to. 
be some sort of sanctuary for the 
preservation of leather clothing. 
However, we decided to stay at 
least a few minutes (persuaded in 
part, by the attractive buffet and 
complimentary punch). From there 
we left the hotel on a quest for nail 
polish and discovered the fascinating 
world of American shopping: The 
Bon Marche and The Crescent and 
my Own personal favorite - The Pay 
& Save. Last but not least we went 
to the liquor commission, where 
one of the astoundingly intelligent 
clerks enquired (referring to my 
name tag from the hospitality suite) 
“Are you really Anita Ekberg?” 
From this thrilling adventure we 
continued on to The Boren St. 
Dining Lounge and Disco” where 
we met our hometown hostess for 
the weekend - Jene Jarvie. We 
watched a show there and then 
retired to “The East Lake East’. 
One of the ladies taverns there 
(catch that girls? One of them), 
to watch our own Mrs. K stun the 
crowd into silence with her “Drag, 
Canadian style’. Then off for the 
evening on our own to visit as we 
chose (though one of the nicer 
places - tead ‘‘Hotter Bars’’ - the 
Brass Connection). 
~ Sunday, it was lounge all day (in 
the hospitality suite again) and then 

- off to the Ball which was made 


ie noteworthy by the event of Mrs. K’s 


entrance (how did she get that wig 


¢ 


to fall off at precisely that moment) 
and also by the fact that most 
American queens seem to apply 
their make up by banging their faces 
into a radiator. 

One of the high points of the 
night was when the City of Portland 
entered as the contents of a 7-11 
Food Store, punctuated by the 
“Banana Empress’’ herself - Cham- 
pagne. As she later whispered to 
me, “‘It takes six years to be a banana 
but you can be a carrot in four.” 

Monday we said our fond 
goodbyes and made our journey 
homeward, which was enlivened by 
the customs agent carefully inspect- 
ing Mrs. K’s wig, then demanding 
to know which end was up. Then it 
was back on the plane and home 
again. 

A mere two weeks pass, then 
again the court hits the Flashback 
stage on all four feet to present 
“Katz ’n’ Stuf’ which celebrated 
not only the triumphant return of 
Trash to the stage but that 
Edmonton again reigns supreme 
in the entertainment spectrum. 

And of course, the following 
Sunday needs little introduction 
(when was the last time you saw 
that many people in Flashback on 
a Sunday?) ““The Entertainer of the 
Year Awards’’. Following the eggs 
benedict brunch for $5.00 (Let the 
Four Seasons top that, if you can 
get service, that is) and the sump- 
tuous buffet at 5:00 pm (it must 
have been good, it was sold out by 
6:00:pm). The show at seven topped 
the entertainment thus far, until that 
is, the eight pm show. Following 
that, the awards ceremony started. 
Sam and Mrs. K (looking stunning 
in a dress held up by the will of 
God) handed out titles to one and 
all. Well, almost one and all. It 
seems a couple of people were 
missed and that situation must be 
rectified (with mega apologies to all 


concerned). Firstly: for her logal 
likeness - IMPERIAL TWIN TO THE 
EMPEROR, Miss Didn’t Get A Title, 
Anne Hole. And lastly for someone 
who has shown us every considera- 
tion, often in the face of adversity 
and has given more love than we 
can hold - IMPERIAL PRINCE, 
Juergen. Thank you for your kind 
attention. 

And to continue: Sam & Mrs. K 
then presented that coveted award 
“The Entertainer of the ¥ear’’ to (in 
random order): MR. LINDEE STAR 
& THE FLASHBACK FOLLIES. 
Whereupon the evening came to 
a close. 

So folks, where do we look for 
a party in the future you ask? Well, 
let me enlighten you. On April 2 at 
the Phoenix Hall (10853 - 98 St.) 
the Court will be hosting a more 
than special event entitled ‘‘Special 
K. or Go To L.A.” at which we will 
send a lucky person to L.A. Also 
there will be held a first time ever, 
‘Mrs. K. Look Alike Contest” for 
lovely, spectacular prizes (of which, 
Mrs. K. will be sole judge of 
course). It may also interest 
everyone to know that the Court 
has issued a challenge to any 
Roughneck member to enter the 
aforementioned contest. 

And on that cheery note I must 
close but not before adding that 
tickets are available from any Court 
member. 


Bye for now, 
Mrs. K. 


P.S. A special note: Candidacy for 
the positions of Emperor & Empress 
VIII is now open. Any person 
wishing to apply to run in the July 
campaign is welcome to contact 
Sam or Mrs. K. (Lord knows they’ll 
be more than pleased to talk to you). 
Keep those cards and letters coming 
kiddies! \ 


We were going to dress | 
City Council for Easter, — 
but they had absolutely 
nothing to wear. Due to © 

their uncompromising 


schedule, the only day © 
they had to shop was 
Sunday! And we all know 
there’s nothing open 
on Sunday 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


THE CHALLENGE IS YOURS! 
FINEPRINT is offering you the challenge of 
becoming a member of the production team. The 

following position is now open: 


ON AN 
ENTERTAINING 
AND MUCH NEEDED 


PUBLICATION 
DIRECTOR OF ENTERTAINMENT 
Reporting to the Managing Editor, your mission 
LOVE will be to produce Sensory Overload each month. 
BENJAMIN Working with freelance writers you will be 
responsible for maintaining one of Edmonton’s 
leading entertainment news sources. 


H 


we) 1) 

my Sl Open 24 hours 
He 947 Denman st. Vancouver’s West End 
we Hay 


If this position is of interest to you and you have 
the time and commitment to make it work - 
forward a personal resume in strictest 
confidence to: 

Scott McConnell, Managing Editor, 
FINEPRINT, Box 3822, Station D, Edmonton or 
call 482-2450/488-8787 for more information. 
Deadline for applications is April 22, 1983. 


ll, , 682-7993 
so. 
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LET US BRIGHTEN UP YOUR 


SURROUNDINGS 


your Coffee table 


’ 


peruse 
For $9.00 


FINE-LY BRED AND FINE-LY SAID. 


’ 


| lie on your bed table 


’ 


re here for your pleasure. 


, WE 
LY READ 


after all we 


FINE 


’ 


ISUre 


We'll lie on 
us at your le 
we're yours for a year. 


the HNE-st homes across the prairies 


seen in 
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SENSORY OVERLOAD 


ESP PSYCHIC FAIR 


April 7, 8, 9, 40 
Edmonton Northlands 
Golden Garter Bidg. 


Oh Dear! Have we got an 
event for you. If ever you had 
the slightest interest in the 
psychic, the Psychic Fair will 
satisfy that interest beyond 
your wildest dreams. 

The fair will sell parapsy- 
chology, political activism, 
Mary Kay Cosmetics, authors 
and their books, plus a large 
collection of local and out of 
province card, crystal and 
aura readers. 

The ESP Psychic Fair is an 
annual event held in six major 
cities in Canada and the U.S. 
This event should not be 
confused with last year’s fair 
held at Kings College. The fair 
this year will be organized 
and run by a professional 
promoter out of Vancouver. 
Here are a few examples of 
what to expect: My favorite 
lady artist, Gaity Knight will 
be there to sketch drawings 
of your spirit guides. She 
will have her oil paintings 
displayed and can be commis- 
sioned for private paintings. 
Bruce Fraser will be demon- 
strating Kirlian photography 
and take pictures of customers 
hands in three phases of 
emotional state. The well 
known astrologer and C.B.C 
makeup artist Chris McRae 
will show how looking good 
with makeup makes a person 
feel good. 

There will be two 
Edmonton authors. Ron 
Homicuk will be selling his 
book, “‘From Incarnation To 
Immortality’. Kevin Garner 
will be holding lectures and 
also selling his lengthy tome 
on ‘Regeneration’. 

A new addition this year is 
the section called ‘Readers 
Row’. Plunk down five 
dollars, ask for a reader of 
your choise and listen for 15 
minutes as a good card reader 
answers your innermost 
questions. (i.e. Will Ashley 
ever return to Tara in my 
lifetime?) 

If you are into psychic 
celebs., Nell Thomson will be 
there. She is an internationally 
known astrologer and healer. 

Her clients have ranged from 
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policy advisers at the White 


- House and in Ottawa to those 


in the Secret Service in Wash- 
ington seeking her techniques 
on Stress Management 
Training. 

‘Mouneka’, a resident of 
Calgary, will be offering aura 
interpretations, (the reading 
of human aura - from past 
lives to this one), psychometry 
and photograph reading and 
startlingly accurate tarot card 
readings. Mouneka started off 
on the psychic road to riches 
and fame by first appearing a 
while back at a psychic fair in 
the readers row section. She 
was so popular that she 
expanded her interests and 
from then on has remained 
an acclaimed psychic 
extraordinaire. 

What is guaranteed at the 
Psychic Fair is mental stimula- 
tion and lots of it. Whirl on 
in and spend a few hours 
cruising the stalls for the 
special someone that can give 
you the answers to questions 
you have been longing to hear. 

Entrance fee per day is 
$3.50. For more info call 
488-5720 between noon and 
4 p.m. 


THANK YOU 
by Chris Sargent 


Thank you for knowing... 
Thank you for showing... 
yourself...to me. 


Thank you for seeing... 
Thank you for being... 
yourself...to me. 


Thank you for smiling 

Thank you for crying 

Thank you for looking 
so deep in my soul 


Thank you for daring 

Thank you for caring 

Thank you for sharing 
yourself...you asshole. 


TAROT - BEYOND 
THE VEIL 


by Paul Compassi and 
Kate Hildebrandt 


With the approaching Age 
of Aquarius, many people are 
beginning to follow their own 
spiritual instincts. The gradual 
transition from the Age of 
Pisces (representing 
structured religion, theology) 
to the Age of Aquarius 
(representing the powers of 
the psyche, and the soul) is 
so evident today. The church 
and all its formal mandates no 
longer quality or satisfy. More 
and more of us are seeing, 
feeling, responding to... 
something. This sense of 
occult, the mystery of the 
veil, can be revealed through 
a sincere dedication to the 
Tarot. 

The first Tarot cards were 
painted on parchment or thin 
sheets of ivory, silver, even 
gold. Needless to say, 
only Noble Ones could afford 
such extravagant playthings. 
Antoine Court de Gebelin, 
born in France in 1725, 
devoted twenty years of 
his life to researching and 
writing about the Tarot. His 
findings indicated the Tarot 
was a book or allegory em- 
braced by the Egyptians in 
ancient times. ““TARO”’ is an 
Egyptian word meaning “‘the 
royal road of life’’. Gebelin 
thought the Egyptians con- 
verted years of knowledge 
into amusement by turning 
the wisdom of tarot into a 
game of cards for the pleasure 
of the high court. 

Tarot cards were introduced 
to Europe by a people we 
know of today as gypsies. 
The cards were revised to 
suit whatever time period 
or country there were used 
in. Particularly in France, 
the phantasmagoria of tarot 
occultism has been historic- 
ally defined within the last 
fifty years. 

Throughout the ages, tarot 
has survived. Today the secret 
tradition of unfolding their 
mysteries is no less a task. 
Familiarizing yourself with the 
tarot requires years of devo- 
tion. What must be learned 
first and above all else is 
patience! Not only does a 
potential reader have to 
memorize 78 cards, one has 
to know them in every respect. 
The elements one card can 
represent are virtually endless. 
The number, the planet, the 
astrological sign, the direction 
the figures within the card 


face, the colors, the situation 
of the card, the cards that 
surround it. These are only a 
few of the questions a reader 
must consider. Where do 
the stories begin? Where do 
the stories end? Only with 
patience will you ever be able 
to respond to these questions. 
And when the answers come, 
oh happy day. Tarot will lead 
you beyond the superficial (as 
only you know it). It will 
herald the dawning of a new 
personal awareness. The para- 
normal, the tarot, offers so 
much - it is an area as bound- 
less as the Universe itself. 
Getting down to it, then. 
There are some things you 
should consider first. Shop 
around before you buy a 
deck. (Some say you should 
never purchase your own 
deck. The cards must be 
given to you, preferably by 
an intuitive soul, in order for 
them to become a part of you). 
There are several book- 
shops in Edmonton that sell 
Tarot cards and Tarot books. 
Greenwood Bookshoppe on 
Whyte Avenue carries the 
Aquarian and the Rider deck, 
plus various books on the 
subject. Ananada Bookstore, 
also on Whyte Avenue, offers 
the Crowley, Rider, Morgan- 
greer and Viscounti decks. 
Audreys Books on Jasper 
Avenue, has approximately 
eight decks in stock and will 
special order in case a 
preference is not readily 
available. For historical 
reading, I strongly recom- 
mend Tarot Classic by Stuart 
R. Kaplans. Aleister Crowley’s 
The Book Of Thoth is an 
excellent reference source, 
though rather thick reading. 
Another thing before you 
buy, is to question your will- 
ingness to embrace the tarot 
totally. Any fears, lack of faith, 
and most importantly, misuse 
of the cards, can result in 
adverse karma. Tarot is not 
a game, not a pasttime, not a 
coffeetable repast. Mercy to 
those who use their cards as a 


_ novelty. The negative forces 


within one’s everyday life 
shouldn’t be dallied with by 
neglecting the undeniable 
power of tarot cards. Non- 
serious users, I bid you, stay 
way far away. 

If you can come to terms 
with this cautionary disclaimer, 
bravo. The tarot should be 
received only by those with 
the stamina to tolerate their 
good and their bad. If I 
haven’t scared you off, or 
turned you off, then neither 
will the tarot. 


The cards are differentiated 
by a Major and a Minor Arcana. 
The major arcana consists of 
22 cards. These cards, when 
placed in a reading, describe 
major emotions for whatever 
story is being told. However, 
a major arcana card may have 
20 different meanings. It is up 
to a proficient reader to deter- 
mine how a card may either 
be a great outcome or a not 
sO great one, depending on 
the surrounding cards. 

The rest of the 56 cards are 
called the minor arcana. They 
are similar to ordinary playing 
cards whereby they are 
divided into four suits. 
Pentacles - money, Wands - 
changes, business, communi- © 
cations, Swords - strife or 
intellectual pursuits and 
Cups - emotions. Numerically 
they go from 1 to 10 and, 
similar to the playing cards, 
there are Kings, Queens, 
Knights or Princes, Princesses 
or Pages. 

When a reader attempts 
to decipher his or someone 
else’s fortune not only does 
he have to look at the relation 
each card has to its proper 
suit, but he must know what 
all the cards mean when they 
turn up either ‘straight up’ 
or inverted (upside down). 
Consequently, a reader must 
know the various meanings of 
78 cards x 2 or 156 cards. A 
card that turns up inverted is 
not necessarily bad news. It © 
~ can denote the alleviating of 
a dire situation or release 
from affairs the questioner has 
bogged himself or herself into. 
Memorizing what the cards 
mean is the easy part. Then 
comes the practicing on 
friend relatives. But — 
all very necessary, because it 
builds confidence in how you 
handle the cards and the 
reading. 

The intuitive or clairvoyant 
nature of reading someones 
fortune is the second half of 
what it takes to read the 
Tarot. It involves developing 
Ones intuitive sense to such a 
degree, that when in reading 
for someone, the accomplished 
Tarot reader can give juicy 
details, embellish the stories 
with subplots and generally 
have a soap opera come to 
life before a customers eyes. 

The next step for me was 
should I or shouldn’t I charge 
bucks for my efforts. The 
transition from hobby to part- 
time money making wasn’t 
that hard for me. If a person 
already has the inner desire to 
perform, reading the Tarot for 
pin money can satisfy that 
desire and reap unexpected 
rewards. I get a kick from 
being a hit at a baby or 
wedding shower. It’s a thrill 
getting monthly regulars and 
offering them solutions as 
seen through the Tarot. 
Reading for customers is 
rarely boring. Each and every 
one that comes through the 
door has their own personal 
saga to be told. Reading the 
cards allows room for ample 
creativity and challenge. 
There is something delicious 
and secret about the Tarot. 
Like discovering jewels in a 
tomb. It’s quite an ego-booster 
and if you’re good at it the 
word spreads and pretty soon 

your home looks like a bus 
station. All aboard for the 
Tarot Express! 

Another factor that 
stimulates me about the Tarot 


is the continual learning 
process a person encounters 
with the cards. The more I 
read fortunes the more the 
cards tell me. Each card is 
steeped in symbolism and old 
magic. Therefore, the longer 
the cards are part of a 
person’s daily life, more can 
be seen that was once hidden. 
The cards work through the 
subconscious self. When the 
conscious is ready to deal 
with the extra information 
presented then it comes time 
for the reader to perfect 

his art and go beyond the 
mundane. 


COMPOSITIONS 


FOLK MUSIC TRILOGY 


Pleasantview Community Hall 
10860 - 57 Ave. 
April 8 

The Edmonton Folk Music 
Festival is proud to present 
Bim in concert for one night 
only. 

Bim is best known as a solo 
performer. Recognition was 
thrust upon him when he 
opened for such mega-artists 
as Supertramp and Santana 
when both groups toured 
Canada in 1975. Bim has the 
ability to create tension and 
harmony in his music whether 
it be playing rock ’n roll with 
a band or as a solo acoustic 
performer. It is his intimate 
mix of early country music 
blended with folk/rock 
influences that save Bim from 
being categories. (the record- 
ing industry’s promotional 
kiss-of-death). His performing 
is so charismatic that the West 
Coast Music Awards voted him 
the best folk act in 1982, even 
though he hadn’t recorded a 
single album. After that vote 
of confidence, he recorded 
an acoustic album called 
“Anything You Want’’. It has 
been well received by critics 
and audiences alike. 

Tickets for Bim in concert 
are available at Keen Kraft 
Music and at the door. 


HEATHER BISHOP 
April 23 


Provincial Museum Theatre 


Heather Bishop has toured 
from Halifax to Vancouver 
Island playing concerts, coffee- 
houses and campuses. She 
offers a dynamic repertoire 
of blues based folk music that 
appeal to just about everyone. 

Heather has a strong spirit 
that motives her as a performer. 
Her songs, her singing evoke 
an emotional response from 
her audience, ranging from 
laughter to rage. The subjects 
she cooses to sing about are 
nothing short of controversial 
and diverse. From sexual 
harassment to feminism to 


children’s singalong dittys 
thathave audience’s happily 
bubbling along with her. 

Her voice is a low rich alto 
that has the range to cover 
many moods. She is from 
Woodmore, Manitoba and is 
an avowed feminist and 
lesbian. Wherever she played, 
she has left behind good 
memories and good reviews. 
Here are some quotes from 
her tour in 1982. 

‘Heather Bishops’ powerful 
voice and lyrics epitomize 
women and their dauntless 
spirits. When this singer 
performs, there is no denying 
her presence.’ Calgary Herald, 
March 1982. 

‘Bishop does something to her 
audiences - something very 
good. She celebrates being 
human with them and shares 
more than just her musical 
talents.’ Winnipeg Free Press, 
February 1982 

This spring Heather will be 
touring Canada again with 
new albums in hand, and 
pianist Lauri Conger at 
her side. 


TOM PAXTON 
April 28 
Provincial Museum Theatre 


Tom Paxtom has been 
writing and strumming his 
country based tunes since 
1960. His earlier compositions 
centered on a mixed bag of 
protest and patriotic songs. He 
started off in the Greenwich 
Village coffeehouse scene and 
earned rent money by passing 
round the hat. His big break 
came in early 64 by writing 
T.V. jingles for commercials. 
Also in 1964 he released his 
first album, called ‘Ramblin’ 
Boy’. It is now a collectors 
item. 

He is best known for his - 
songwriting. His songs have 
been recorded by such names 
as Dolly Parton, John Denver, 
Arlo Guthrie and many mote. 

As a performer, Paxton is 
totally entertaining. A quote 
from The Sunday Times in 
London has this to say: “His 
secret is power of personality, 
bursting out of a beefy frame; 
strength of voice and dramatic 
interpretation together with 
lyrics which combine 
elegance, punch and wit. 


Go DUTCH! 
by Lawrence Kramer 


If perchance, some Sunday 
morning, your head feels like 
it has been danced on by 
some disco queen and your 
nose feels like it has been 
sniffing ashtrays all night and 
your mouth feels like dried out 
leather, here’s what you do. 
Put on a pair of sensible 
shoes, slip into something 
casual (but smart), wake up 
your lover and take a stroll 
down to the Muttart 
Conservatory. 

Right now they’re having a 
Dutch promotion dealing with 
Dutch technology, education, 
transportation, and all that 
sort of stuff. For those of us 
who possess attention spans 
shorter than five seconds, 
they may prove a bit too 
‘heady’. But for those of 
us who appreciate Mother 
Nature’s many glories, the 
Muttart’s Show Pavillion is 
featuring the beginning stages 
of their Bulb Show. Very 
Dutch, indeed, with tulips, 
narcissis, hyacinths set up like 


someone’s backyard garden. 
The Temperate Pavillion is 
also showing spring bulbs 
along with flowering shrubs 
and deciduous trees. The 
fragrance in this building is 
as impressive as the flowers 
themselves. 

If tulips and flowering 
shrubs are too prissy for you, 
try something hot and dry. 
Trip into the Arid Pavillion 
and take a gander at some 
3000 pounds of cactus, not to 
mention other exotic mediter- 
rranean species. Truly a real 
man’s kind of plant. This 
pavillion is set up to look 
like the suburbs of Las Vegas, 
complete with cattle skulls 
and rocks and sand - you'll 
feel just like John Wayne 
cruising the Rio Grande! 

On to the Tropical Pavillion, 
a personal favorite of mine. 
This pyramid is loaded with 
thick, lush vegetation. One 
look at the palm trees should 
send you off on a mental 
journey to some remote, 
tropical island. (Either that 
or Rodeo Drive). 

An hour in the Muttart 
Conservatory will stimulate 
your senses and relax you at 
the same time. Heaven forbid, 
you might even find it roman- 
tic. One small recommenda- 
tion, however. With all the | 
color, rejuvenated spirits and 
memories of romantic garden 
parties, don’t go jumping into 
the bushes with your lover! 
Somehow, a couple of pansies 
amidst the split-leaf philoden- 
drons is a poor mix of fruit 
and veggies. 


CUISINE 


HIGH (A.K.A. ON THE 
LEVEL) DINER 
by Lawrence Kramer 


So you're gay. That doesn’t 
mean you have to stick to 
smokey, noisy, passion pits 
to while away your time. 
Where’s you sense of 
romance? C’mon girls, the 
way to a man’s heart is 
through his stomach. And 
have I got the place for you! 
For good food, for unpreten- 
tious service, for on-the-level 
dining, you want to visit the 
High Level Diner. 

This inexpensive (but none- 
theless, quality) bistro opened 
in December ’82 after door to 
door approval ws sought by 
means of a Garneau Residents 
Petition. One, among several, 
Owners was particularly 
persistent in opening an 
eaterie of this ilk, panoramic 
view included. 

_ The High Level Diner 
practices the valuable concept 
of ambience at a reasonable 
price. The clientelle is quite 
a mixed crowd, needless to 
say, drawing heavily on the 
university and artsy markets. 
The High Level’s ever 
changing menu keeps things 
interesting, too. 

This summer we'll see a 
large portion of the sidewalks 
portioned off as a licenced 
outdoor cafe. Patrons will 
certainly enjoy the rather 
‘impressive’ alternate scenery 
lingering about the campus. 

Future plans for the restau- 
rant include a lounge and 
roof top beer garden. More 
immediate fantasies are 
planned for the mega-sport 
arts extravaganza, Universiade. 
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CUISINE continued 


High Level is taking to the 
street by way of horse and 
wagon, vending homemade 
ice cream and fresh fruits 
(hopefully sold by some 
endearing young lad, as fresh 
as Little House on the Prairie). 
In yet another attempt to 
show us that the High Level is 
no ordinary diner, the staff is 
constructing a 15’ x 7’ nylon 
hot air inflated hamburger. It 
will float over this charming 
south side retreat one special 
day this summer. Too bad it 
wasn’t a hot dog. A mean, 15’ 
weiner would cause a lot of 
temperatures to rise. 


CUIRIAINS 


DANCE 
by L.G. Many 


Dance. A way of moving 


rhythmically. A way of self 
expression. A way of life. 


rigours, the ecstasy of dance. 
It can delight the senses, 
inspire the mind and touch 
the soul. To many, it is the 
ultimate creative endeavour. 

It may seem unfathomable 
that explorative dance can 
survive in this small prairie 
city. A brief visit to Grant 
MacEwan College will dispel 
that myth. Not only is dance 
alive here, it is evolving into 
an artform that is unique to 
Edmonton. 

Locale has always had an 
enormous influence on art. 


Abstract communication is 
the backbone of modern 
dance, though neither have 
gained an emotional foothold 
in Edmonton. ‘“‘Modern dance 
doesn’t have as wide an 
acceptance as hockey or 
football,” says Tarver 
ruefully. “‘Still, you must 
understand that modern dance 
attracts a particular kind 
of audience.”’ The Edmonton 
audience exists but not in 
numbers sufficient enough to 
‘support regular performances. 

Reception has improved 
tremendously since Tarver 
first arrived here 11 years 
ago. Edmonton how hosts a 
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wide range of visiting dance 
productions. Last year’s offer- 
ings included Les Ballet Jazz, 
Pilobolus Dance Theatre and 
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet. 
“There would have to be an 
existing audience in order to 
accommodate that number of 
showings,” declares Tarver. 

Although the recession has 
taken its toll on art in general, 
the dance discipline appears 
to be surviving better than 
other performing arts. Tarver 
alleges that dance is “healthier 
artistically than live theatre’, 
which has weathered the 
economic storms with more 
visible damage. 

To “make it’, a dancer 
must pursue success with a 
singleminded determination 
and fanatical dedication. 
Tarver claims that a strong 
sense of independence is an 
invaluable asset to any dancer. 
Forming one’s own troupe is 
often the only route to critical 
and financial achievement. 
This can be even more back- 
breaking than promoting 
one’s own talent, but it 
can be done. The Brian Webb 
Company and the Urban/ 
Formola Dance Groups are 
both independent and locally 
based. They have shaped their 
repertoire to suit Edmonton 
audiences to ensure support. 

Other success factors 
include competition, funding, 
personal security. All can 
wield devastating blows to a 
dancer’s ultimate goal. With 
this in mind, the dancer must 
also constantly work to main- 
tain excellent body condition, 
technique and aesthetic 
originality. 

MacEwan dance students 
with lofty expectations are 
soon tempered by a demanding 
curriculum. The daily grind 
teaches its lesson well with 
99% of the onus for success 
relying on the student’s own 
effort and will. Tarver hopes 
Edmonton will become a 
viable dance centre. With 
enough young talent, she is 
confident that our city could 
compare to Toronto “‘or any 
other major arts centre’’. 


OVE 


A Warm 
And Wonderful Book 
About 
The Largest Experience 
In Life 


LEO BUSCAGLIA 


Author of PERSONHOOD 


An interesting, unusual book 
about growing in love, 
changing and growing and 
risking yourself. It’s about 
daring to become involved 
with experimenting with your 
own life. It’s just fantastic. It’s 
about you and me and all of 
us who have ever reached out 
to touch the heart of another. 
And that’s’exactly what 
reading LOVE does to you. 
And in the process, it changes 
your entire perspective on 
LOVE. 

Bescaglia admits that he has 
never been able, nor has he 
ever attempted to define love. 
Instead, he has brought to the 
reader a sharing of ideas, 
feelings and observations 
about love — the human 
condition. And some of those 
ideas, feelings, observations 
may leave the reader filled 
with awe. 

“The most human thing we 
have to do in life is to learn 
to speak our honest convic- 
tions and feelings and live 
with the consequences. This 
is the first requirement of 
love, and it makes us vulner- 
able to other people who 
may ridicule us. But our 
vulnerability is the only thing 
we can give to other people.” 
(quote from the book, LOVE 
by Father William Du Bay). 

So some night when you 
are feeling a little down or 
you need a little love, pick 


New York: Random House, 
1978. 


Reviewed by 
Brian W. Chittock 

Leo Buscaglia is a man 
who eats, sleeps, walks, talks, 
writes and generally lives 
what he preaches - LOVE - 
life’s largest experience. 
Buscaglia is a professor of 
Education at University of 
Southern California and has 
been talking about love all 
over the world. 

LOVE is a wonderful 
collection of thought and 
experiences. He expresses 
what it is and what it isn’t. 


landmark structure, stands 

as a symbol of both local 
development and Alberta’s 
agricultural and industrial 
legacy. Nationally recognized 
in 1979, the mill was 
designated a historic site 

by the Heritage Canada 
Foundation. This act gave 
impetus to the restoration 
work that began last spring 
and should be completed in 
May. The Old Strathcona 
Foundation, on behalf of the 
Heritage Canada Foundation, 
is acting as general manager 
on this project. According to 
their estimate, $225,000 will 
be spent renovating the mill’s 


exterior. Between $1.5 and 
$2.5 million will have to be 
spent on its interior, depend- 
ing upon the commercial use 
it is adapted to. 

Historically, the Ritchie Mill 
has been used as a commercial 
enterprise. It began operation 
as a flour mill in 1893 and 
was converted to a feed mill 
in 1948. The mill functioned 
in that capacity when the 
decision to designate and 
restore it was made in 1979. 

The Ritchie Mill consists of 
a conglomeration of buildings, 
- 16 different structures in all. 
The original mill of 1893 
remains at the core of this 
group and is surrounded by 
later additions. Grain elevators, 
constructed in 1895 and 1902, 
are of particular interest. 

The mill design reflects a 
centuries-long tradition. The 
regularity of its external 
features, for example, is 
consistent with Georgian 
ideas of proportion and 
symmetry. The elevators 
represent a building type 
that was developed during 
the Victorian era, unprece- 
dented in the history of 
architecture. 


They are a classic example 
of a truly vernacular architec- 
ture, commonly erected 
without specialized design or 
labour, displaying a variety of 
local decision as to their 
volumes, forms and massing. 

Significantly, the grain 
elevators at the Ritchie Mill 
date from the earliest years, 
this kind of building being 
erected on the prairies. Their 
design was developed from, 
but did not copy, plans for 
similar structures already in — 
existence in Eastern Canada. 
Through demolition, neglect 


or accident, none of these 


earlier elevators have survived. 
in the east. In the west, it 
cannot be said definitively if 
any elevators older than thos. 
at the Ritchie Mill still stand, 
-as none have been so identi- 
fied. Consequently, Edmonton 
possesses one of the oldest, 
existing example of a grain 
elevator in Canada. 
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number of small, narrow 
compartments. They also lack 
natural lighting. But, hope- 
fully, through innovation 
these obstacles can be 
surmounted. 

At any rate, the Old 
Strathcona Foundation has the 
final decision regarding the 
future use of the Ritchie Mill 
and is presently reviewing 
several proposals. For further 
information about the mill, 
the Foundation can be reached 
at 433-5866. The City of 
Edmonton Archives at 
479-2069 also has reference 
material available to those 
interested. 


The dread of incest lies buried 
deep in the human consciousness. 
In spite of the fact that it was 
indulged in by the ancient gods and 


Hawaii and Egypt, by the men of 
certain African tribes (who had sex 
with their sisters as a means of 
attaining courage), by Mormons (to 
ensure that their children married 
only within the faith) and by the 
sons of Adam (who else was there 
for them to marry but their sisters?), 
incest has been vilified in just about 
every culture we have ever known. 
Because it is universally deplored, 
incest comes close to being the 
universal crime. 


The most heinous variety, 
immortalized in literature, psychia- 
try and slang, is mother-son incest. 
The most common, father-daughter. 
However, incestuous relationships 
can exist in just about any combina- 
tion within the family unit. 

In a recent case in Edmonton, a 
farmer, himself the product of the 
union between his mother and her 
father, had had sexual relations with 
seven of his nine children - five 
daughters and two sons - and, 
according to some reports, had also 
induced them to participate in 
sexual and sado-masochistic acts 
with each other and with their 
mother while he looked on. Over 
the course of 12 years, two of his 
daughters bore him four children. 
This man, described as a psycho- 
path, used beatings and religion 
to coerce his family into incest: 

His wife, in docile collusion, never 
reported him. Her loyalty was - and 
still is - firmly placed. It is to 

her husband. 


Though this case is extreme, it 
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contains several elements often 
found within the incestuous family: 
a dominant, tyranical and manipula- 
tive father with a history of incest 
in his early life; a mother who is 
submissive, compliant and ultimately 
collusive; a larger-than-average 
family; and the involvement of 
more than one of the offspring. 
Overcrowding, lack of privacy and 
alcohol abuse also often help to 
create the climate in which incest 
arises, and wife beating is a common 
side issue. Sociologists believe that 
incest occurs in about three percent 
of the population - which means 
that approximately 15,000 Edmon- 
tonians have probably engaged in 
some incestuous act. 


Very little has been written about 
father-son incest, yet there are 
indications that it occurs much 
more often than has been revealed 
in the relatively scant number of 
reported cases. It usually appears in 
the context of multiple incest, as in 
the case above. By and large, the 
fathers are not homosexuals, and 
do not seek homosexual liaisons 
outside their families. 


Father-son incest is especially 
stressful for the son, for he must 
deal not only with the role reversal 
and the social taboo of incest but 
also with homosexuality, which he 
may perceive as a threat against his 
masculinity. The relationship will 
amost certainly provoke in him 
accute anxiety and make him feel 
worthless, anxious, dirty. If the 
relationship is prolonged into 
adolescence, the boy may be 
inhibited from growing socially and 
eventually may become destructive, 
self-destructive and possibly 
homicidal. 
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Many of the sons involved in the 
recorded cases had sex, concurrently 
or subsequently, with other male 
relatives or with male peers. None 
were reported to have acted seduc- 
tively towards his father - a not 
uncommon occurrence in father- 
daughter incest. Yet it was reported 
that mutual exercising and massaging 
during the son’s adolescence have 
resulted in sexual incidents between 
father and son. 


In two recent books - The Broken 
Taboo, by Blair and Rita Justice, 
and Incest, A Family Pattern, by 
Jean Renvoize - it is claimed that 
father-son incest has played a signal 
role in the lives of most boy prosti- 
tutes and pornographic models. If 
this is true, then the incidence of 
father-son incest must be astonish- 
ingly high, for it is estimated that 
there are at least a third of a million 
male child and adolescent prosti- 
tutes working the streets in the 
United States alone. 


The most comprehensive study of 
homosexual incest has been done at 
the Harborfront Sexual Assualt 
Center in Seattle, Washington. 
Between 1974 and 1980, 72 male 
sexual assault victims were seen 
there. Fifteen of them, ages 13 to 
20, were incest victims. It was 
noted that the boys in this group 
were at greatest risk from male 
relatives - including grandfathers, 
uncles, siblings and cousing, as well 
as fathers - between the ages of six 
and 12. Typically, molestation 
began with genital fondling and 
increased in seriousness as time 
passed and the boy grew older. 
Most of the boys were seduced 
through adult authority; the 
remainder, through physical force. 
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Psychosexual complications were 
observed on over three quarters of 
the boys. The older they were, the 
more seriously they were affected. 
The difficulties included sleep 
problems, phobias, regression, 
depression, guilt, anger and the 
need for reassurance. Among the 
external problems which the boys 
tended to display were difficulties 
with school and with their peers, 
running away, family conflict, drug 
dependency and delinquency. Many 
were sexually aggressive and tended 
to victimize other youths. Many, 
too, had fears about their own 
sexual identity, especially if they 
had been successfully stimulated 
into physical response. 

The staff at Harborview felt that 
homosexual incest was grossly 
under-reported and that its conse- 
quences are barely understood. Like 
incest in all its forms, it is a most 
devastating form of child abuse. As 
Blair and Rita Justice conclude in 
The Broken Taboo, ‘‘There is no 
doubt that some children will make 
it though the incestuous experience 
with fewer scars than other, just as 
some soldiers make it through the 
way with fewer wounds. Neverthe- 
less, few people live through the 
experience of incest or war without 
some scars.”’ 

Incest needs to be demystified 
and desexualized and recognized 
not as some unthinkable sin but as a 
problem which, in all probability, is 
related to parents not know how to 
meet their needs for closeness, 
nurturing and stimulation or how to 
deal with the stress which interferes 
with the fulfillment of these needs. 
Public and professionals alike must 
make the necessary commitment to 
its prevention and treatement. 


all inthe family 


by Walter Cavalieri- 
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Operation Soap: Pigs lake A Bath In Hogtown 


Two years after the largest police 
raid in Toronto’s history, many in 
the city’s homosexual community 
feel they are still being persecuted. 

Yet, the end is in sight for the 
judicial aftermath of Operation Soap, 
the six-month undercover police 
operation that culminated in raids 
on four bathhouses just before 
midnight on Feb. 5, 1981, and 
raids on two other bathhouses 
in June, 1981. 

Almost all of the 304 men arrested 
as bawdy-house found-ins as a result 
of these raids have come to trial. 
Only one of them has been convicted; 
36 others were found guilty and _ 


with a provincial election then only 
weeks away, an attempt to build 
support among right-wing voters. 

The feeling of persecution has 
been reinforced by the Crown’s 
persistence in prosecuting each 
found-in, despite the lack of success 
in obtaining convictions. 

A large number of cases did not 
get far in court because arresting 
officers could not identify the 
alleged found-ins. Sometimes the 
identification problems had laughable 
results. During one trial, a police 
officer on the witness stand identi- 
fied a fellow officer in the courtroom 
as a found-in. 


given discharges. 

Dennis Findlay, a moving force 
behind the pro-gay Right to Privacy 
Committee, estimates the operation, 
so far, has cost taxpayers $550,000. 

However, there is no consensus 
on what was the motive behind the 
raids. Police say laws were being 
broken and they were duty-bound 
to act. Police critics say the raids 
were a politically motivated attempt 
to intimidate homosexuals and, 


“When it became obvious the 
Crown was being regularly beaten 
on the identity issue, the remaining 
cases should have been dropped,” 
said Dianne Martin, a lawyer for 
more than 20 of the found-ins. 

Paul Culver, chief Crown attorney 
at old City Hall Provincial Court 
in Toronto, said the raids were a 
success, partly because of convic- 
tions registered against bawdy-house 
keepers. 
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“Tf the police had wanted to get 
at the operators. They could have 
come on a Monday morning and 
encountered few clients,’ Mr. Find- 
lay said. “Instead, they chose a 
Thursday at midnight, which is 
prime time.” 

The political storm set off by the 
raids apparently was unexpected by 
the authorities. “I was surprised by 
the amount of reaction,’’ Chief 
Ackroyd said. 

But not only were officials taken 
aback by the reaction, they were 
shocked by the number of men 
discovered at the bathhouses. 

The experience of the raids, 
when police officers swept through 
the bathhouses’ corridors, breaking 
roomette doors and arresting 
occupants, is difficult to imagine. 

“Some of them were very badly 
shaken and traumatized,’ Miss 
Martin said of the found-ins. ““They 
were sort of like rape victims. They 
started to think they were very 
much at fault and something was 
wrong with them. These were men 
who thought that hanging out in 
parks was not appropriate but that 
baths were okay.”’ 

Spokesmen for the gay community 
say the lasting legacy of the raids is 
the politicization of a previously 
silent part of the gay community. 
So intense was their reaction that a - 
defense fund drummed up $90,000 
to pay lawyers for the found-ins. 

Asked whether the raids were 
worth it, Chief Ackroyd said: ‘““You 
can’t measure it on whether or not 
it was worth it. We have to enforce 
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by Brian W. Chittock 


Contrary to popular belief, 
no one can be expected to be able 
to have sex at will with anyone, 
anywhere, anytime. Normal sexual 
functioning is affected considerably 
by sexual desire, and, on occasion, 
that performance may falter. How- 
ever, the extent or frequency of this 
type of failure, whether it is related 
to desire, performance or gratifica- 
tion, must be considered malfunction. 

There is possibly no human 
disturbance that results in as 
much silent suffering as sexual 
malfunctioning. And for gay men 
and women, it is often difficult 
to know where to seek help. 

Difficulties in sexual performance 
are not discrete diseases. Most 
malfunctions interact directly with 
physical, psychological and social 
influences. Sexual problems of both 
men and women are often caused 
by interpersonal difficulties. 

Among men, the primary problems 
are impotence and premature ejacu- 
lation. For women, frigidity and 
failure to attain orgasms are the 
main difficulties. 


FOR MEN: 


IMPOTENCE 

Sexual disturbances in male 
performance are generally referred 
to as impotence: simply meaning, 
lacking in power. It can range from 
a complete inability to have an 
erection, partial or weak erections 
or the inability to sustain an erection 
long enough to penetrate, to a more 
rare condition in which an erect 
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penis fails to ejaculate, known as 
ejaculatory impotence. 

There is no scale available against 
which we can evaluate male per- 
formance. The minimum criteria 
appears to be that a man must 
maintain an erection long enough to 
reach a climax. But judgments of 
male potency must be based both 
on performance and whether the 
man is potent enough to satisfy 
his partner. 

potency and sexual desire usually 
go together. When desire persists in 
spite of physical failure, life can 
become a nightmare. For most men, 
the problem of impotence before ~ 
old age is humiliating and traumatic. 
With the male notion of masculinity 
and self-worth being so closely 
linked to potency, any sexual 
malfunctioning will most certainly 
shatter the ego. 

Yet, impotency, ranging from 
a temporary malfunctioning to a 
chronic and incapacitating one, will 
affect about one in every hundred 
males under 35 years of age. 


PREMATURE EJACULATION 

Premature ejaculation has been 
highly questioned as a sexual mal- 
function. Kinsey has reported that 
three out of four men reach orgasm 
within two minutes of intromission 
and that most male animals do so 
even sooner. 

While again we find it difficult to 
set standards, a significant number 
of men and their partners complain 
of their inability to delay ejaculation 
until some measure of deliberate 
mutual enjoyment has been obtained. 

Fluctuations and occasional 
failures do not necessarily constitute 
impotency. However, should the 
impotence persist, action should 
be taken to correct it. 

PRIAPISM 

Priapism - a sustained erection - 
is a rare condition that acts in the 
Opposite way of impotence and is a 
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pathological condition. The cause 
may be related to an infection, a 
tumor or some such disease that 
triggers and maintains the erection 
mechanism. There is usually no 
sexual desire and the condition may 
be quite painful. Priapism has been 
known to cause permanent damage 
to the penis and results in impotence. 
A physician should be consulted. 


RETROGRADE EJACULATION + 
Occasionally, a man with a 
normal erection may fail to ejaculate. 
The ejaculation reflex is usually 
triggered, however the fluid does 
not flow out normally. Instead, the 
fluid empties into the urinary blad- 
der. This condition may occur in 
certain illnesses or following the 
use of common tranquilizers. The 
problem is usually transitory. 


FOR WOMEN: 


FRIGIDITY 
Sexual disturbances in female 


the Criminal Code...Do you do a 
cost evaluation on catching other 
offences, such as impaired driving?” 

Chief Ackroyd’s emphasis on 
enforcing the law was challenged 
by Alan Borovoy, counsel to the 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association, 
who said police have a wide discre- 
tion on “how to enforce, where to 
enforce, and when to enforce.”’ 

The issue, Mr. Borovoy said, is 
that someone makes the decision to 
crack down on one infraction and 
turn a blind eye to another. “‘It’s in 
the public interest to make public 
the grounds for the exercise of 
those policies.”’ 

He said he would be interested in 
knowing who ordered the crack- 
down on the bathhouses, which he 
called ‘‘a monumental exercise 
in trivia.”’ 

“Even if the action in question 
was unlawful, it hardly presented a 
serious threat to the public interest. 
It was nothing more than participa- 
tion in sexual acts that other people 
disapprove of.”’ 

Mr. Borovov, whose organization 
called for a public inquiry into the © 
raids, said ““There is a reasonable 
basis for a public concern that it 
was discrimination against gays 
as gays.” 


Editor’s Note: The above excerpts 
were taken from an article by Kirk 
Makin and Lorne Slotnick, which 
appeared on Feb, 5, 1983, in The 
Globe and Mail and-was titled 
“Two years later, gay community 
remains bitter.” 


performance are generally referred 
to as ‘frigidity’. Frigidity, like 


impotence, can be general in nature, ~~ 


or restricted to specific situations, 
partners, and so on. Frigidity, as _ 
such, is defined here as sexual 
coldness or unresponsiveness and is 
differentiated here from failure to 
achieve orgasm, although the two 
oftentimes are directly related. 


FAILURE TO ACHIEVE ORGASM 

Generally, there still is consider- 
able confusion about the nature of 
female orgasm. Sexual gratification 
and orgasm are not necessarily 
synonymous. Evaluating sexual 
malformation in the female is of 
greater complexity than in the male. 

In cases of Orgasmic unresponsive- 
ness, a woman may become sexually 
aroused yet not attain orgasm. 
CAUSES OF SEXUAL 
MALFUNCTIONING 

Biological, psychological and 
cultural factors are usually involved 


in causes of sexual malfunctioning. 

Organic causes tend to be natural 
or pathogenic. The aging process is 
a prime example of a natural organic 
cause. Other organic causes account 
for only a minority of instances of 
sexual malfunctioning, It is advisable 
to see your physician in all cases of 
sexual malfunctioning to determine 
whether or not organic illness is 
present. 

Various drugs have been known 
to cause sexual malfunctioning. 


Sedatives, like alcohol, barbiturates 
and narcotics (heroin, morphine, 
codeine, methadone) have had nega- 
tive effects on sexual functioning. 

Psychogenic causes are responsible 
for the majority of cases of sexual 
malfunctioning. These can be broken 
down into two areas, intrapsychic 
and interpersonal. 

Intrapsychic causes come into 
play when internal conflicts 
primarily related to past experiences 
dominate a person’s sex life to the 


extent that inadequate performance 
is the rule. 

When the sexual problem seems 
to be a part of a larger conflict 
between two people, interpersonal 
causes are usually to blame. 

Cultural influences have also 
played a role, and no one is entirely 
exempt from them; however, the 
total impact on sexual malfunction- 
ing has never been determined. 


TREATMENT 
Treatment for sexual malfunc- 


tioning range from fairly simple 
educational programs and self-help 
to highly specialized, intensive, 
lengthy therapy. 

Treatment services may be 
available in your community. Check 
with your local Gay information 
centre or consult with your 
physician. The telephone yellow 
pages may also list various counsel- 
ling services. Contact them to see if 
they provide treatment counselling 
for sexual malfunctioning. 


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
GAY FATHERS! 


by Barry Birnberg 


“The first year is the hardest.’ 
And we all have done it. The words 
“You are not alone’ have reach 
over the province of Alberta and 
men who had always thought of 
themselves as ‘‘the only one like 
me’’, are seeing hope for their 
future and beyond. They are 
becoming aware of their positive 
uniqueness, they are beginning to 
return to being a valuable resource 
to themselves, their families, other 
loved ones, and to society at large. 

We have proven that our goals 
are healthy and productive. That 
man has many sides to explore. We 
have shown that in consort with 
the existing media that we are not 
a threat but rather an outlet for a 
hidden but viable group of human 
beings. 


In sharing our experiences, both 
said and glad, we have given hope 
to some of those who might other- 
wise never had a chance to see the 
needs of another gay father. We 
have been there for someone when 
there was no one else to turn to. Be 
proud but also remember that we 
did not get where we are alone. 

Remember the first article that 
appeared in the Edmonton Journal 
last year? On April 1, 1982 after 
reviewing a few fathers, Ms. Gail 
Helgason’s article “‘Gay Fathers’’, 
on the front page of the Life Style 
section, began our organization. 
That first night the GATE office 
received about twenty-five telephone 
calls. Men walked in off the streets 
and asked how to get in touch with 
Gay Fathers. That week it all began. 

Our first meeting was planned 
and eighteen fathers showed up. A 
counsellor himself, never having 
revealed his sexuality and in some 


cases his parenthood to his gay 
clients said, “‘Now I have a place 
for me’. 

We set a precedent by becoming 
the first gay organization to be 
accepted in the classified section of 
the Edmonton Journal. Again we 
did that with the help of Mr. Fred 
Castle. Mr. Castle fought for what 
he believed to be a necessary aware- 
ness in Edmonton and went to his 
board of directors with a convincing 
argument. 

The placement of our classified 
advertisement every month has 
brought new members to every 
meeting. It takes some of us a little 
while to finally have courage to 
bring ourselves to a group and 
reveal all. Or do some of you out 
there forget what it was like to sit 
down amongst other men and share 
the fact, just by being there, that 
you too are GAY. 

And let’s thank GATE for 


providing a communication link to . 
the outside, and counselling to 
those not yet ready to come to 

our meetings. 

From the first eighteen members, 
we have grown to a registration of 
over thirty. There are about thirty 
other men who cannot list their 
names but who attend meetings 
often. Then there are those who 
have passed through gaining what 
support they needed and moved on. 
We have become a place to rest, a 
group to share with, and when we 
can, a listener to those who come. 
But above all we are Men. Men who 
share a very special awareness. Men 
who have shared a life with Women 
and some of us with children as well. 

Again we can see how we have 
become special due to our unique 
joining with others. 

Let us go out and grow with 
the love of humanity only we can 
understand. 


~ EDMONTON GAY 
CHORUS AND FRIENDS 


The chorus is in full swing 
working on our first appearances. 
Rehearsals are on Sunday afternoon 


and We 


Wa 


FO join us. if you are a soprano or 
baritone we especially need you! In 
addition to singers we need people 
to help with the organization and 
we are currently searching for a 
drummer. Vf you wish to join our 
existing group, please call Herbert 
Tay or Michael Phair at 426-1516. 


VALENTINE’S DAY 
MASSACRE? 


Not as dramatic or serious as 
Al Capone’s infamous Valentine’s 
Massacre in Chicago, Edmonton’s 
queer bashers hit the street this 
past February 14. During the first 


meeting of the chorus at 7:45 p.m. 
the electricity suddenly went out, 
at Michael Phair’s home. Quick 
investigation outside the house 
found that someone (or someones) 
had sawed through the lock and 


men —-had gotten at and turned off the 


master electrical switch, leaving a 
note proclaiming that ‘‘a faggot 
chorus wasn’t needed”’ etc. The 
light were switched back on, the 
police notified, the meeting success- 
fully completed and the chorus is 
doing just fine. Happy Valentine’s 
Day Edmonton! 


DANCE FOR FUN 
AND FITNESS 


The current session of dancercise 
classes led by Salvador Rosales will 
be finishing soon. However, a new 
session is planned. If you wish to 
join a group of gay women and men 


for fun and fitness, come out to the 
first class. 

Place: Room 12, Arts Administration 
Resource Centre, 10645 - 63 Ave. 
(Bus route #43) 

When: Monday evenings from April 11 
to June 6 

Time: 7 to 9 pm 

Instructor: Salvador Rosales, Director 
of a local dance company 

Cost: $30 per person for 10 sessions 
For further information contact 
Salvador at 488-5928 (evenings) or 
Michael Phair at 426-1516. 


DANCERS WANTED 


Xochipilli Dance Company, a 
Mexican folk dance group is looking 
for men and women to join. Salvador 
Rosales the director is looking for 
people who have some background 
in modern or tap dance. If you are 
interested please call Salvador at 
488-5928 (evenings). 


ART STUFF 
when you want things done right and ontime 


graphic design by ray linguanti 


488-7842 
IOW2~124 street edmonton, alberta 


DIGNITY 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS. APRIL,1983 


5 Mass, St. Joseph’s Cathedral, 
12 Monthly meeting at Catholic 
Social Services, 6:30 p.m. 
16 Dance at Phoenix Hall; admission 
will be $6 and doors will open 
at 8 p.m. 

Dignity Edmonton Dignite hopes 
that no one was to inconvenienced 
by the cancellation of last month’s 
dance; but the hall ws double 
booked for the evening and. the 
other group was awarded the hall 
for the evening. 

17 Liturgy and pot luck supper at 
Paul Kane House at 6 p.m. 

19 Mass, St. Joseph’s Cathedral, 
5:30 p.m. 
Joint discussion with M.C.C.; 
phone 489-1168 for info. 

26 Mass, St. Joseph’s Cathedral, 
5:30 p.m. 
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ALBERTA 
PROVINCIAL 


Alberta Lesbian and Gay Rights 
Association (ALGRA), Box 1852, 
Edmonton, T5J 2P2. 


EDMONTON 


Dignity Edmonton Dignite, 

Box 53, T5B 2B7. 

. Edmonton Gay Chorus and 
Friends, c/o M. Phair, 426-1516. 
Edmonton Roughnecks 
Recreational Association, 

c/o GATE, Volleyball, softball, 
gymnastics. 

FINEPRINT, Box 3822, Stn. D. 

(403) 488-8787. Newspaper for and by 
the Gay Community. 

Gay Alliance Toward Equality, 
(GATE), Box 1852, T5B 2P2, Office - 
10173 - 104 St. (403) 424-8361. Info and 
Counselling. Mon.-Sat. 7-10 pm. Sun. 
2-5 pm. Coffee houses, socials, 
newsletter, resource library. 

Gay Fathers, For info Call 

(403) 424-8361. 

Gay Study Group, c/o M. Phair, 
426-1516. Monthly. 

Gay Youth, for info call 

(403) 424-8361. 

Integrity (gay Anglicans and Friends) 
12H, 9820 - 104 St. T5K 0Z1. 

(403) 421-7629. 

Metropolitan Community 
Church, Box 1312, T5J 2M8, 

(403) 482-4213. Worship Sun. 7:30 pm, 
Unitarian Church, 12530 - 110 Ave. 
Privacy Defense Committee, 

Box 1852, T5J 2P2. 

Royalist Social Society of 
Northern Alberta, (Imperial Court 
Of The Wild Rose) 10820 - 83 Ave. 
Womonspace, #7 - 8406 - 104 St., 
TOE 4G2, (403) 433-3559 (Jeanne) or 
(Louise) 488-2290 Social and recreational 
group for lesbians. 


CALGARY 


Apollo, #3, 1540 - 29 Ave., S.W. 

T2T 1M3. 

Camp 181 Association, Box 965 
Stn. T, T2H 2H4. Dances, Campouts, 
Sports and other activities for gays. 
Calgary Gay Leisure Link (CGLL), 
Box 1812 Stn. M, T2P 2L8 

Calgary Lambda Centre Society, 
Box 357 Stn. M, T2P 2H9. 

Calgary Gay Fathers, Contact GIRC 
for info. 234-8973. 
Dignity/Calgary, Box 1492, Stn. T, 
T2H 2H7. 

Frontrunners Group, (gay AA). 
Box 181, Stn. M, T2P 2M7. 

Gay Information and Resources 
Calgary, Old Y Bldg., Suites 317-323, 
223 - 12 Ave. S.W. T2P 0G9. 

(403) 234-8973. 

Info and counsellings Mon. - Fri., 

7-10 pm. Dances. discussion groups, 
newsletter, gay rights action. Box 2715, 
Stn. M, T2P 3C3. 

Gay Political Action Committee, 
Box 2943, Stn. M, T2P 3C3. Education 
and Lobbying. 

Imperial Court of the Chinook 
Arch, (403) 282-6393, Entertainment 
and Social events. 

Integrity (Gay Anglicans and Friends), 
Box 34, Stn. G, T3A 2G1. 
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Lambda Centre, Community 
Centre Project, Box 357, Stn. M, 
T2P 2H9. 

Lesbian Information Line, 

(403) 265-9458, Tues.-Fri. 8-10 pm with 
24 hour answering service. Operated by 
Womyn’s Collective. 

Lesbian Mothers, Lynn at 

(403) 264-6328 or 275-8362 or call 
Lesbian Information Line. 

Lesbian Outreach and Support 
Team, Box 6093, Stn. A, T2H 2L4 
(403) 281-2895. 

Lesbian and gays at the 
University of Calgary, Students 
Club, MacEwan Hall, U of C, T2N 1N4. 
Metropolitan Community 
Church, 204 - 16 Ave., N.W., 

T2M OH4. (403) 277-4004, Services, 
Sunday 11:30 am & 7:00 pm at above 
address. 

Right to Privacy Committee, 

Box 2943, Stn. M, T2P OH4. Info on gays 
and the law. Legal referral. 

Womyn’s Collective, (403) 265-9458, 
Dances, library, lesbian drop-ins every 
Tues. 


RED DEER 


Gay Association of Red Deer, 
Box 356, T4N 5E9. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
PROVINCIAL 


Gays and Lesbians in the United 
Church in B.C., Box 46586, Stn. G, 
Vancouver, V6R 4G8. (603) 734-5355. 
Support and educational resources. 
Rural Lesbian Association, R.B.1, 
Ruskin, B.C., VON 1R0. 


KAMLOOPS 


Thompson Area Gay Group, 

Box 3343, V2C 6B9. Welcomes women/ 
men to regular meetings, discussions, 
social events. Info, newsletter, peer 
support, friendship. 


KELOWNA 


Okanagan Gay Organization, 
Box 1165, Stn. A, VIY 7P8. Mutual 
support. Contact directly through 
Kelowna Crisis Centre. 


_PRINCE RUPERT 


Gay People of Prince Rupert, 
Box 881, V8J 3Y1. (604) 624-4982 (Even.) 


REVELSTOKE 


Lothlorien, Box 2054, VOE 2S0. 
Info, friendship, hospitality. 


TERRACE 


Northern Lesbians, R.R.2, Box 50, 
Usk Store, V8G 3Z9. 


VANCOUVER 


Alcoholics Anonymous , (Gay) 
733-4590 (men), 929-2585 (women). 
Archives Collective, Box 3130, 

MPO, V6B 3X6. 

Bisexual Women’s Group, monthly 
meetings. Write Crystal, 3085 Charles St., 
V5K 3B6 or call Georgia (604) 874-1756, 
or Joyce, 251-6090. 

Coming Out (Gay Radio), 

c/o Vancouver Cooperative Radio, 

337 Carrall St., V6B 2J4. Thurs. 6:30 pm, 
102.7 MHz FM. 


Congregation Sha’ar Hayam, 
Jewish gay synagogue. Box 69406, 

V5K 4W6. (604) 255-1076. 
Daughters Unlimited, Joyce 

(604) 251-6090, Elisa, Doris, Christine 
(604) 254-7044 (Plans for Women’s Club). 
Dignity/Vancouver, Box 3016, 

VOB 3X5. (604) 684-7810. 

Gay and Lesbian Caucus of the 
B.C. NDP, (604) 669-5434. 
Gayblevision, TV show by gay people 
about gay life, culture and art. Regular 
monthly and special programs. 837 
Bidwell St., V6G 2J7. (604) 689-5661. 
Gay/Lesbian Law Association, 
Faculty of Law, University of British 
Columbia, V6GT 1W5. (604) 228-4638. 
Gay Festival Society, Box 34397, 
Stn. D, V6J 4P3. (604) 687-7129. 

Gay Rights Union, Box 3130, MPO., 
V6B 3X6. (604) 731-9605. 
Gays/Lesbians of UBC, Box 9, 
Student Union Building, U. of B.C., 

V6T 1W5. (604) 228-4638. Meets Thurs. 
at 12:30 pm. 

Integrity, (Gay Anglicans and their 
friends), Box 34161, Stn. D, V6J 4N1. 
(604) 873-2925. 

Knights of Malia, Dogwood Chapter 
Society, Box 336 - 810, West Broadway. 
V5Z V8. 

Lambda, (Gay Al-Anon). Joe at 

(604) 689-7681, or Mike at 327-8423. 
Legal Advice Clinic, 1244 Seymore 
St. (VGCC). Mon. 7:30 pm. Free advice 
and referrals. 


Lesbian and Feminist Mothers’ 
Political Action Group, Box 65804, 
Stn. F, VSN 5L3. (604) 251-6090. 
Lesbian and Gay Health Sciences 
Association, c/o Gay People of UBC. 
Box 9, Student Union Bldg., UBC, 

V6T 1W5. 

Lesbian Drop-in, 322 W. Hastings. 
Wed. 7:30 pm. (604) 684-0523. 
Lesbian Information Line, 

(604) 734-1016. Thurs. Sun. 7-10 pm. 
Lesbian Mothers’ Defense Fund, 
c/o 1146 Commercial Dr., V5L 3X2. 
(604) 251-5034. Potluck brunches last 
Sunday of month. 

The Lesbian Show, Co-op Radio, 
337 Carrall St., V6B 2J4. 102.7 MHz FM. 
Thurs. 7:30 pm. 

Metropolitan Community 
Church, Box 5178, V6B 4B2. 

(604) 681-8525. Services Sun. 7:30 pm. 
1811 West 16th Ave. (at Burrard). 
Parents and Friends of Gays, 
(604) 987-6027 or 988-7786. 

The Radical Reviewer, (Lesbian/ 
Feminist Literary Tabloid). Box 24953, 
Stn. C, V5T 4E3. 

Rights of Lesbians, (Subcommittee 
of Federation of Women). Box 24687, 
Stn. C, V5T 4E6. 


Rob Joyce Legal Defense Fund, 
c/o Gay Rights Union. 

Search, c/o VGCC. Info and counselling. 
(604) 689-1039. 7-10 pm. 
Sherwood Forest, non-profit gay 
introduction service. (604) 251-2789. 
Vancouver VD Clinic, Rm. 100, 
828 - W. 10th Ave. (604) 874-2331, 
Ext. 220. 

Vancouver Gay Community 
Centre, (VGCC). Box 2259, 

1244 Seymore St., V6B 3W2. 

(604) 684-6869. Services, programs, 
magazine. 
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Vancouver Men’s Chorus, 
Box 48383, Bentall Centre, V7X 1A1. 


~ Ron (604) 985-5808, Larry 669-6249. 


Women in Focus, 204 - 456 

W. Broadway, V5Y 1R3. (604) 872-2250. 
Young Gay. People, c/o Search. 
Younger Lesbian Drop-in, Every 
Thurs. 7-9 pm. Women’s Bookstore, 

322 W. Hastings. 

Zodiac Fraternal Society, 

Box 33872, Stn. D, V6J 4L6. 


VICTORIA 


Alcoholics Anonymous, (Gay). 
(604) 383-9862. 

Feminist Lesbian Action Group, 
Box 1604, Stn. E, V8W 2X7. 
Flagrant, Box 652, Stn. E, V8W 2P8. 
Lesbian Feminist. 

Gay Men’s Group, 2612 Victor St., 
V8R 1N3. (604) 595-6782. 

The Island Gay Community 
Centre Society, 1318 Balmoral Rd., 
V8R 1L7. Gay Cafe at 1923 Fernwood. 
Thurs. till midnight, bowling, self-defense, 
volleyball, swimming. 

Need, (Victoria Crisis Line), 

(604) 383-6323. 24 hrs. Some gay info 
available. 

University of Victoria Gay Focus 
Club, Student Union Bidg., U of v 
Box 1700, V8W 2Y2. " 
Womyn’s Coffee House, 
1923 Fernwood. Wed. evenings. 


SASKATCHEWAN 
PROVINCIAL 


Affirm/Saskatchewan, lesbians and 
gays in the United Church. 422 Smallwood 
Cres., Saskatoon, S7L 1L5. 
Dignity/Saskatchewan, gay Catholics 
and friends, Box 3181, Regina, S4P 3G7. 
Gay Rights Subcommittee, Saskat- 
chewan Association for Human Rights, 
305 - 116 3rd Ave., S. Saskatoon, $7K ILS. 
(306) 244-1933. 


PRINCE ALBERT 


Prince Albert Gay Community 
Centre, The Zodiac Club, Box 1893, 
S6V 6J9. 1-24 10th St. E. (306) 922-4650. 
Phone line Wed.-Thurs., 8-10 pm, Social 
evenings, Fri.-Sat. 10 pm-2 am. 


REGINA 


Rumours, (Gay Community Centre), 
2069 Broad St. (back entrance). 

(306) 522-7343. 

Regina Women’s Community and 
Rape Crisis Centre, 219, 1810 Smith 
St., S4P. 2N3. (306) 522-2777, 352-7688. 


SASKATOON 


Gay and Lesbian Support Services, 
217 - 116 3rd Ave. S. Operates Gayline. 
Box 8581. 

Gay/Lesbian Community Centre, 
Box 1662, S7K 3R8 or contact Gayline. 
Gayline, (306) 665-9129. Mon.-Thurs. 
7:30-10:30 pm. Counselling, support 
groups available. 

GAZE, Gay/Lesbian Community Centre 
Publication. Box 1662, S7K 3R8. 
Lutherans Concerned, Box 8187, 
S7K 6C5. 

Stubble Jumper Press, 

21 - 303 Queen St., S7K OM1. 
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Where in the worldaré ‘you going ? 
~My s 


Give Dwayne or any of his helpful staff a call 
and allow them to assist you 
with all your business or holiday travel needs. 
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941 DAVIE STREET, VANCOUVER 
(604) 6 6 9-5-0-4 5 


For Reservations, call Collect. 


by Michael Lawrence 


6107-103rd Street 436-7154 


EXCLUSIVELY 
GAY 
DATING 
SERVICE 


SPECIAL 


ALTERNATE 9 wccucron 
ROUTE SEE NEXT MONTH’S 


ISSUE FOR DETAILS 


Call 
Brian Chittock 
482-6144 
Distributors 
Welcome! 
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